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E may be proper to obferve, to fuch who are not 
already acquainted, that about two years fince, a 
meeting was called, by public advertifement, at the 
Crown and Anchor, of the apothecaries in London, 
to confider on the beft method of obtaining from the 
druggifts the making up of prefcriptions, retailing 
of Pete's: XC. 

The correfpondence which the centlemen, calling 
the meeting, had carried on with pra€titioners in the 
country, &c. was read, and it being aoreed that the 
meafure was both juft and neceflary, an affociation 
was formed; thofe who chofe fubfcribed a guinea, 
and a committee were appointed for carrying the plan 
into effet. Having long before been convinced of 
the degraded fituation of the apothecary, and having 
maturely confidered the modes of procuring redrefs, 
though I had no concern in calling the mecting, I 
fhould have had no objeétion to have given any an 
fiftance in my power; but from the aie of 
the bufinefs that evening, I was fully {fatisfied no 
good would refult from the inftitution, and there- 
fore declined being elected one of the committee. 

The firft meeting having been ill-condutted, a 
fecond was called: this, which ought to have been 

A2 for 


(ay i) 
for the committee to make their report, fubmit © 
their future intentions, and colle€&t the opinion 
of every one prefent, on the means to be purfued; 
and chiefly to afcertain whether negotiation with 
the druggifts, conduéted in a liberal and temperate 
way, or application to parliament, would be betft 
fuited to anfwer the ends propofed, and to colleé 
further fubfcriptions ; was, like the former meeting, 
{pent in idle and intemperate declamation, not cal- 
culated to obtain the general opinion of the meeting 
on the plan beft to purfue, or to forward the views 
of the inflitution; but rather to excite oppofition 
from the chemifts and druggifts, and others; who, 
accordingly, formed a fubfcription to oppofe the 
apothecaries. 

The following printed letter, which I lay before 
the reader without comment, having been fent me, 
I wrote eleven pages to the committee; recommend- 
ing an attempt at negotiation with the wholefale 
drugpiits, before any application fhould be made to 
parliament; and if that fhould not fucceed, then to - 
print their views in applying for an aé, for the ap~ 
probation or correction of all the town and country 
fubicribers; that the application might be made fuch 
as the legiflature could approve, and likely to benefit 
both the profeflion and the public ; but intemperate 
conduct obtaining in the committee, the fecretary, 
who had then the chief controul, was fo averfe to 
receive information from a fubfcriber, though only 
fubmitted for confideration, that he would not even 
hear my letter read. | 
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Though the committee have not thought proper 
to inform the fubfcribers of their fecond application 
to parliament, or of their future views; it is known 
that they did again apply, and that their petition 
was treated by the houfe as fuch a crude, partial, 
and hafty produétion could only deferve. 


To the Members of the PHARMACEUTICAL ASSOCIA 
TION, and to APOTHECARIES 2m general, throughout 
ENGLAND and WALES, 


GENTLEMEN, 


YOUR Committee are apprehenfive that they may 
be imagined by fome, to whom the dithculty of their tafk is 
not fully known, to have been guilty of great delay in giv- 
ing an account how far they have endeavoured to fulfil the 
truft delegated to them. To efface entirely every imputation 
of this kind, it becomes neceflary not only to flate diftinétly 
the objeéts which they conceived themfelves dire@ed to in- 
veftigate, but the means alfo which they have employed to 
obtain fuch fatisfa@ory evidence, as may be a foundation fuf- 
ficiently {trong for the future proceedings of the Affociation: 
from all which circumftances your Committee feel them- - 
felves compelled to conclude, that the importance as well as 
welfare of Pharmaceutic pra€itioners has experienced de- 
gradation and injuftice; and that the people of this country 
are confequently fuffering from the ignorance and impofition 
of vain and fraudulent pretenders. 

As the abufes of Pharmacy were the grand objeéts of their 
fcrutiny, your Committee, at their firft meetings, confined 
themfelves to the fuggeftion of means which might be cal- 
culated to produce general conviction upon a fubject, the evil 
of which had been Jong to them more than {ufpected ; but 
of the extent of which it wasimpoffible they could then form 
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any adequate conception: for they did not imagine that the 
lives of mankind were fo generally entrufted to the ignorant, 
as the refult of their enquiries obliges them now to acknow- ~ 
ledge: and although they were prepared to meet a certain 
extent of mifchief, they are forry, from a conviétion formed 
from inconteftible authorities, to declare, that their refearches 
have exhibited it to them in a very alarming degree. 

To afcertain thefe abufes of Pharmacy, fo as to take away 
every thadow of doubt, your Committee have fent prefcrip- 
tions, written in the moft common and obvious terms, to be 
prepared by various perfons flyling themfelves chemifts and 
druggifts: and although the medicines compounded were 
from the fame recipes, yet.the compofitions were in every 
inftance materially different both from each other, and from 
what they ought to have been, and the dire€tions for taking 
them were as various as the medicines compounded. 

But a circumftance which your Committee think yet more _ 
dangerous to the public was at the fame time difcovered ; for 
it was found that thefe very men, who were proved thus in- 
competent to prepare medicines, had the audacity to prefcribe 
them} and who, difdaining the previous labours of education 
and ftudy, ufurped the place of the regular pra€titioner, di- 
recting applications, of whofe effeCts they were ignorant, for 
difeafes with which they were equally unacquainted. The 
confequences of this condué&t we fhudder to contemplate. 

Such to your Committee appeared to be the abufes of 
Pharmacy in the metropolis; their enquiries did not flop 
there, for completely to fulfil their charge, a correfpondence 
was opened with every principal city and town throughout 
the kingdom. In almoft all of them perfons calling them- 
felves chemifls and druggifts were found, whofe fubfiftence 
was derived from the adulteration of good by damaged 
medicines, and the fophiftication of the expenfive by the 
cheap ; and notwithftanding open proofs of ignorance and 
danger, thefe very pretenders have aflumed an appellation 
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calculated to convey to fuch as are unacquainted with Phar- 
maceutic Chemiftry, an idea that from them only can be had 
genuine and well prepared medicines, a flratagem which your 
Committee have reafon to lament, as having been too gene= 
rally fuccefsful. 

The frauds, indeed, are fo numerous and of fuch extent, 
that competition for the truly honeft man can produce no- 
thing fhort of ruin: aad deceptions like thefe muift continue 
to triumph, unlefs the efforts of your Committee fhall revive 
the application to Pharmacy, by eftablifhing its importance 
and its ufe ; by obtaining power to confine it to its juft pof- 
feflors ; and thus rendering it neither difhonourable nor dif- 
advantageous for young men to enter into the profeflion who 
have the advantages of a fuitable education, and fufficient pro~ 
perty to enable them to profecute their ftudies to the necef- 
fary extent. How much the reverfe of this has of late years 
been the cafe, every praétitioner muft be fenfible—Affliftants 
of competent abilities are not to be obtained, and the la- 
mentable fituation of our fleets and armies, for want of /uck 
Affiftants, fhews too clearly that the true fource from whence 
they are accufiomed to be procured is corrupted, or altoge- 
ther inadequate to the purpofe. 

Having thus certified themfelves of the exiftence of the evil 
and its univerfal extent, your Committee proceeded to take 
fuch fteps as were neceflary to awaken a general attention to 
the objeét in which they were engaged. The firft of thefe 
was to inform the College of Phyficians, the Company of 
Apothecaries, and the Corporation of Surgeons of London, 
that there exifted fuch an affociation; that it had fuch evils, 
to complain of; that it was occupied on the means for re- 
drefs, and your Committee befought their aid and intereft in 
the courfe they fhould take for the remedy fo ardently defir- 
ed; intimating, alfo, that an application to the Legiflature 
was a meafure in contemplation. 
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The next ftep which your Committee thought beft calculated 
to ferve the purpofe, was to requeft a converfation with Mr. 
Prirt, for befides that the general objet muft of courfe in- 
tereft him, it was their wifh to excite his more particular at- 
tention, by ftating clearly and fully, the fituation of the fleets 
and armies. ‘The Minifter avowed himfelf convinced of the 
propriety of their purfuits, and exprefled moft feelingly his re- 
gret that a fufhcient number of proper medical attendants for 
his Majefty’s forces were not to be obtained. He recom- 

-mended them to profecute the obje& in view by an immedi- 

ate application to Parliament. Conformably therefore to his 
opinion, a Petition, flating concifely the grievances alledged, 
and praying for redrefs, was prefented to the Houfe of Com- 
mons the 6th day, of February laft, as a meafure preparatory to 
the introduétion of a future Bill. In this {tate your Committee 
might have refted and have craved your advice and authority 
for their further purfuits: but as from their numerous cor- 
refpondents, and their own inveftigation, the evils are fo 
clearly defined, they cannot clofe the period of their labours 
without prefuming to fuggeft what will be neceflary to be 
obtained for the completion of the obje&. In offering 
which, they beg leave to ftate, that they have been a€tuated 
by a confideration that the benefit to be derived ought to be 
reciprocal between the public and themfelves. The public 
ought to be affured of being enabled to apply with the 
confidence of meeting in the practitioner with a man of pro- 
feffional fkill and integrity, who fhall be able to give them 
good advice, and compelled to furnifh them with genuine 
_ medi¢ines, while the pra€titioner ought, on his part, to be 
rewarded for his application, attention, and rifk both of his 
perfon and property. 

The firft promoters of the Affociation have, for this pur- 
pole, been induced to hold out, asa precedent, the principles 
_ of a bill paffed in Ireland, inthe year 1791, to regulate Phar- 
macy in that kingdom; but your Committee is perfedtly 
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aware, that the principles only of that bill can be reforted tos 
for it would be deficient in its application to redrefs the evils 
exifting in the prefent more degenerated ftate of the profef- 
fion in this kingdom. Without referring unneceflarily, 
therefore, to that aét, it will be fufficient to flate what your 
Committee have fuggefted, particularly as every part of the 
aét applicable to this country will be included in what they 
have to offer. 

The Committee deem it neceffary, that to procure redrefs, 
the fundamental principles muft be to require— 

Firfi, That the fole liberty to vend Pharmaceutical Prepa- 
tations, compound Phyficians’ Prefcriptions, &c. &c. {hall 
appertain to the apothecary—for as the apothecary neceffari- 
ly attends patients without any emolument but what {hall 
arife from the profits of the medicines he may vend, it will 
be folly to imagine that any perfon will fubjeét himfelf to an 
expenfive education, and a wafte of time in apprenticefhip, if. 
men egregioufly ignorant can obtain, under any other appel- 
Jation, the fame advantages, and without the fame labour, o¥ 
that hazard unavoidably, and often fatally, accompanying am 
attendance upon the infeéted fick. ner 

Second, That no young men be taken as apprentices who 
have not an approved education. 

Third, That none be affiftants without having been exa- 
mined as to their competency for pharmaceutical compofi- 
tions, &c. &c. &c. 

fourth, That none be at liberty to fettle until examined ; 
nor any perfon entitled to an examination unlefs he hall have 
faithfully ferved an apprenticefhip of five years at the leaf; 

fifth, That befides the above, the Committee be at liber- 
ty to accede to any propofitions that may be recommended 
to them by the College of Phyficians ; whofe advice towards 
framing a bill it 1s intended to folicit ; and which, from the 
friendly expreffions already made by that learned body, your 
Committee have good reafon to hope they fhall obtain. 
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Sixth, That, to promote thefe purpofes, a competent Court 
fhould be eftablifhed, to confift of a certain number of mem- 
bers, who fhould have full power to make fuch bye laws and 
regulations as they fhall think may be moft conducive to the 
welfare both of the Public and the Profeflion. 

Your Committee meet on Thurfday the 12th and 26th in- 
ftant, and every Second and Fourth Thurfday in every month, 
at the BUFFALO TAVERN, Bloomflury, at feven o’clock in 
the evening, when the prefence of any Profeffional Gentleman 
who can make it convenient to attend, will be highly efteem- 
ed, and as they deem it neceflary, from the advanced flate of 
the Seffions, that no time be loft in enabling them to purfue 
the objeét of preparing a bill, they entreat Gentlemen to meet 
within fuch diftri€ts as may be convenient, as early as pofli- 
ble, and communicate their obfervations to the Secretary, in: 
fuch way as may beft avoid a too voluminous correfpondence, 
which has already been found inconvenient. 

It will alfo be neceffary to increafe their Fund, which at 
prefent is but fmall, before your Committee can venture up- 
on an application to Parliament. 


JOHN LEWIS, SEcRETARY. 


Half-moon Strect, Piccadilly. 


‘To thofe who doubt of the apothecary labouring 
under great degradation and injuftice, I will obferve, 
that to my knowledge a great many have of late 
years quitted the profeflion in difguft, after an ex-~ 
_penfive education, to take up fome new mode of life, 
where the application would be lefs conftant and 
lefs arduous, and the recompence more adequate 

to 
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to the fervices done. A medical gentleman ob- 
ferves, ‘* that the flave-trade can never be abolifhed, 
while the apothecary’s fituation fhall continue as at 
prefent.’’ ‘That the apothecary in town is frequent- 
ly fent for to a great diftance, and required to go 
immediately, on. the moft trivial occafions; as to 
confult about inoculating a child at fome diftant pe- 
riod, or attending a lady at a diftance of fome months, 
which might have been explained by a note, and 
his vifit fuited to his other engagements, or deferred. 
to a future day; and that hurrying méflages, of fuch 
a nature, frequently are received in an ambiguous 
way, fo as to caufe him to be fought in hafte, at a 
great diftance, and often in an evening, or ona 
Sunday, every apothecary, of any practice, muft have 
had many proofs; and not one farthing can be charg- 
ed for thefe, and many other confultations of a like 
nature, where no medicine is fent, be the diftance or 
hurry ever fo great. Surely there can be no eood 
reafon, why an attorney fhould have 3s. 4d. 6s. 8d. 
or 13s. 4d. for a confultation, while an apothecary, 
whofe education has often been more arduous and 
more expentfive, fhould have no reward; efpecially 
if called in cafes of emergency, perhaps in the night, 
where his fervices are often great, and no fecond vifit 
neceffary ; or, when it is, falls the next day to the 
ufual family attendants, the phyfician and the drug- 
oift. 

That thofe who practife in the country, and who 
often have had an expenfive and general education, 
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are frequently fent for to a great diftance, in bad 
roads, late of an evening, after the patient’s men have 
done work; although this had been forefeen, by the 
friends of the fick, in the morning, fo as to have to 
return in the night, every practitioner in the country 
has experienced; and though 1s. per mile is the 
ufual charge for vififs in the country, and the me- 
dicines fent for; yet, any one being permitted to 
practife, without regular qualifications, has fo de- 
graded the profeffion, even diftant from the metro- 
polis, that gentlemen of talents are often obliged to 
attend in midwifery cafes, for what would hardly 
pay the hire of their horfe, and often in cold nights 
and bad roads. 

It becomes created beings to believe, that the 
Creator has made man a being every way fitted to his 
time and place, in the f{cale of creation. If we find 
felf-love and reafon to be the urging and reftraining 
principles of his nature, then fhould men, in all their 
political inftitutions, or general regulations, have 
thefe two principles in view. Self-intereft being 
natural to man, public regulations fhould ever turn 
it to the general advantage, by making it the intereft 
of all to promote the happine/s of ail, whether general 
or particular. 

Thofe who take charge of the health of the coun- 
try, fhould be obliged properly to qualify for the 
tafk; and if thofe, who wanted their advice or afift- 
ance, knew that a fee muft always be given (propor- 
tioned to the diftance and hour) when either was required, 

then 
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then would it become their own intereft (the only 
certain fecurity) to confider their apothecary as a . 
rational creature, who had alfo an individual intereft 
to purfue.—W hen all general laws fhall make the pri- 
vate accord with the public good, then will reafon and 
Jujtice emerge from the back ground ; philofophy, or 
the ftudy of nature and nature's laws, be meade tbe pur- 
Juit of both fexes; and the healing art affiume its due 
importance, and become a bleffing to the world. 

The meafles, in fome cafes, may attack with pecu- 
liar f{ymptoms of inflammation, and require the free 
ufe of the lancet, or of medicine; but I will venture 
to affert, that if every child, attacked with the meafles 
(the fymptoms of which are feldom ambiguous) were 
kept carefully in bed for four days in a moderately 
warm room, and fupplied freely with only barley wa- 
ter and apple tea, that we fhould then hear of but 
few children dying of the meafles, though now a ve- 
ry fatal difeafe. ‘he apothecary’s intereft now for- 
bids his advifing thus; indeed the ufe of the faculty 
of reafon mult become more general in doth Sexes, 
and fees given, before it will be in his power. Dr. 
Franklin has faid, “ God Almighty helps thofe who 
help themfelves.”’ 


“* ‘Thus the men, 
‘* Whom Nature’s works can charm, with God him felf 
** Hold converfe; grow familiar, day by day, 
‘‘ With his conceptions, a& upon his plan; 
‘«* And form to his, the relifh of their fouls.” 
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Were further proof neceffary to fhew the beg- 
garly and degraded flate of the profeflion in this 
country, I might bring the following: 

The prifoners in Ludgate, I have attended many 
years, daily, or oftener, in cafes of fever, accidents, 
&c. the whole reward is rol. annually, for advice in 
all cafes of furgery, pharmacy, and midwifery ; and 
alfo for furnithing the neceflary medicines, While 
the clergyman, for advice only, once a week, and 
that occafionally difpenfed with, has a falary of gol. 
a year; and has, at this time, a petition before the 
Court of Aldermen, requiring an.increate. 

Any refpeétable attorney would {carcely attend 
to fign a return of the prifon, weekly, (a part ofmy — 
duty) for the falary which the furgeon 1s allowed. 

When Reafon and Fuftice fhail become man’s | 
guide, will he difcriminate no better ? 

Seeing lately, ina newfpaper, that the Pharmaceu- 
tical Affociation intended again to apply to parlia- 
ment, I determined f{peedily to publifh my thoughts, 
and having obferved the fate of the profefiion in 
feveral counties, and alfo in this metropolis, and 
been fettled as a pra@titioner in the latter for twelve 
years, I hope thefe pages may prove ufeful, 

Finding that the furgeons were likely to be form- 
ed into acollege, and the late Dr. Hunter’s muleum 
given to them, I have haftened thefe pages, in the 
hope that parliament may receive fome hints ufeful 
in forming the Surgeon’s Charter; this expedition, 
{not allowing me time to copy any part of the manu~- 


{cript,} 


(i) 


fcript,) and the uncertainty of profeffional engage. 
ments, will, I truft, plead my excufe with the candid 
for any {mall errors, which more leifure might have 
prevented. I might have gathered ufeful hints from 
fome of my medical friends ; but as this alfo would 
have occafioned delay, it has been entirely avoided, 
and no one will fee any part of thefe fheets, but 
myfelf and the printer, till they meet the public 

eye. | 
The Paysictans I confider a body of men, the 
beft informed, in general fcience, of any in the 
country; the Britifh Surcrons alfo defervedly rank 
high for general learning and great dexterity : and I 
know ApotHecarizs, whofe education and philan- 
thropy would do honour to the profeffion, were it 
in a lefs degraded ftate.' I know my mind is too 
HONEST and inDEPENDENT to fit me for a Syco- 
PHANT Or.a Hypocrite. I have written without 
intending to offend any individual; but, ‘* fhould 
the gall’d jade wince,” the fault will not be mine ; 
if Pupriic ABUSES exift, fuch are fair objeéts for in- 
veftigation. Satished that Every Man, of EveRY 
Cxime, not prejudiced by education, or rendered 
favage by injuftice, is my BrotuEer and Frienp; 
earneftly hoping, that my CurLpREeN may live in 
times when Depenpance, Bicorry, and Poverty, 
fhall be lefs general; and when Titres or Birtn, 
without TaLents and Virrug, fhall be little efu 
teemed ; and, hoping for the entire approbation of 
the honeft and liberal, in every department of our 
profeffion, 
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profeffion, I conclude :—fatisfied that I have written 
thefe pages with a view to promote Man’s Haprt- 
ness and my Country’s Goon, I contemplate their 
effects with pleafure, and my conf{cience approves 
the deed. | 


“« The man that’s born, his fpecies to proteét, 
‘* Sees guilt in floth, and robb’ry in neglect ; 
“* He owes the world, whatever nature gave, 


“« And pays'the debt, by being ju/f and brave.” 


Road, T. CHAMPNEY. 


Stamford Street, feat 
May 34, 1797- 


THE 


REGULATIONS, &c. 


I SHALL not follow a late author on me- 
dical reform, by tracing how the healing 
art was divided amongit its profeflors, in 
the times of Hippocrates and Galen, (though 
it might eafily be proved that Hippocrates, 
Celfus, and thechief of theancients, practifed 
equally in all the branches of the profetlion, 
Hippocrates himfelf performing all the ope- 
rations in furgery, with the fingle exception 
of lithotomy), but rather give, what appears 
to me more ufeful, the regulations and re- 
ftrictions under which it was practifed in 
the principal nations of Europe, up to the 
year 1783; and alfo the ftate of the profef- 
fion in our own country; and fhall then 
offer fuch further regulations as I confider 
adapted tothe fate of fociety in which we 
now live, and which may be deferving the 
B confideration 
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confideration of the legiflature: for if an act 
of parliament is to be pafled, the good of the 
nation requires that it fhould be fuch as fhall 
produce the greateft good, with the leaft 
poflible injury. 

The following are the regulations which 
were in force at the above period. 


RUSSIA. 


In Ruffia the regulations were made by 
Dr. Erfkine, a Scotchman, who was appoint- 
ed, by Peter the Great, chancellor of a me- 
dical court or chancery, which regulates 
every thing refpecting either phyficians, 
furgeons, or apothecaries, throughout that 
vaft empire. This court confifts of a chan- 
cellor or prefident, vice-prefident, and feve- 
ral fecretaries. ‘The vice-prefident attends 
the chancery twice every day, to receive 
reports from the different provinces of the 
empire, and the fleets and armies; and to 
tran{mit the chancellor's orders for their 
conduct, &c. and on extraordinary occafions, 
a number of phyficians and furgeons are 
convened by the prefident to aflift with their 
advice. There is one chancery at Peter{- 
burg and another at Mofcow.—No perfon 
is fuffered to practife in Ruffia, till he has 
2 been 
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been examined by this chancery, and pro- 
cured a written teftimonial of his qualifica- 
tions; and if any perfon prefumes to pre- 
{cribe or adminifter medicines, in any part 
of Ruflia, without firft having been examin- 
ed by the chancery, he is lable to fuffer the 
knoute, (a tremendous whipping), to be fent 
to the gallies during pleafure, and to forfeit 
all he is worth, one half to the emperor and 
the other to the informer. 

No apothecary is allowed to give medi- 
cines without orders from a phyfician or 
furgeon. At every apothecary’s fhop a fur- 
geon is appointed, with a fufficient falary to 
attend daily two hours, forenoon and after- 
noon; and if the patients are not able to 
pay for their medicines, they are placed to 
the emperor’s account. The apothecaries 
receive all their medicines from the chan- 
cery, and are in fact employed by govern- 
iment ; there are, indeed, a few private apo- 
thecaries, but thefe are fubject to the rules 
of the chancery equally with the others. 

Every furgeon in Rufha, whether in the 
fervice of government or not, mutt, in all 
difficult cafes, call for the advice of a phy- 
fician or fenior furgeon; nor is any furgeon 
allowed to perform an operation on a pa- 
Be tient, 
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tient, without firft having had the advice 
and concurrence of fuch, if poflible to be 
procured. If this regulation is neglected, and 
the patient dies, or fhould have reafon to 
complain of his treatment, the furgeon 
would be punifhed. Phyficians, alfo, in dif- 
ficult or dangerous cafes, are obliged to 
apply for a confultation. 

Hospiraus, &c.—There are two large 
hofpitals in Peterfburg; one for the army, 
the other for the navy. Each hofpital has 
an anatomical theatre, large enough to con- 
tain three hundred ftudents; and alfo a dif- 
fetting room adjoining to each theatre. 
Each hofpital is attended by feveral phyfi- 
cians, a principal furgeon, five furgeons in 
ordinary, ten furgeons-mates, and twenty 
ftudents. There are lhkewife teachers of 
phyfic, furgery, and anatomy, belonging to 
each hofpital; and a profeflor of botany, 
' who inftructs the fludents of both hofpitals, 
which adjoin each other. The bufinefs in 
thefe,and every other hofpital in the Ruffian 
empire, is conducted in the following man- 
ner: Every morning, at fix o’clock, a bell is 
rung to warn the phyficians and furgeons to 
get ready ; at feven it rings again, to fum- 
mon them to repair immediately to the 
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ward where the patients are, who require 
furgical treatment. From this ward the fur- 
geons proceed with the phyficians through 
all the remaining wards. The furgeons- 
mates write down, in a day-book, what the 
phyficians prefcribe for each patient ; and, 
after all the patients have been vifited, go 
with the fludents of the hofpital to the apo- 
thecary’s fhop, where they attend to the 
preparation of the medicines, then carry 
them to the refpective wards, and exhibit 
them as was direéted. One of the furgeons 
in ordinary is obliged to be conftantly in the 
hofpital ; the reft of the furgeons may attend 
their private patients, but muft return at 
feven o'clock in the evening; but the mates 
(not being fuffered to pra@tife) and the ftu- 
dents, are all obliged to remain in the hof- 
pital, which they cannot leave without the 

permiffion of the principal furgeon. 
Reports of the number of fick entered, 
cured, who have died, and remaining under 
cure, with the names, &c. of their difeafes, 
are fent to the medicine-chancery every 
week. Ifany complaint is made either of 
a phyfician, furgeon, or {urgeon’s-mate, for 
non-attendance a fingle day, a month’s pay 
is deducted from his falary ; and on thofe 
\ B 3 who 
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who bear no rank, corporal punifhment is 
infli@ed. If any of the attendants give any 
other medicines, meats, or drinks to a pa- 
tient, than what have been ordered by the 
phyficians or furgeons, they undergo a {e- 
vere whipping. 


DENMARK. 


The Royal College of Phyficians, in Co- 
penhagen, may be confidered as a court for 
regulating the practice of the healing art 
throughout the Danifh dominions, as it is 
confulted by government on all matters re- 
lative thereto, and takes cognizance of all 
abufes committed by medical practitioners. 

No perfon is allowed to practife through- 
out Denmark, asa phyfician or furgeon, till » 
he has gone through a regular courle of 
ftudy, and undergone a public examination 
in phyfic, furgery, and midwifery. Apo- 
thecaries and midwives are likewife exa- 
mined by the college, before they can ob- 
tain a licence to practife. No patents are 
granted for difpofing of empirical medi- 
cines, which are prohibited throughout Den- 
mark under very fevere penalties. Practice 
of phyfic, materia medica, furgery, botany, 
chemiftry, midwifery, natural philofophy, 
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natural hiftory, and the veterinary art, &c, 
are taught by profeflors in the univerfity. 

There are in Copenhagen naval and other 
public hofpitals, a lying-in-hofpital, &c. alfo 
a medical fociety. 

There is alfo in Copenhagen a public in- 
ititution, the whole expence of which is de- 
frayed by government, for attending all the 
poor at their own houfes: three phyficians, 
three furgeons, and feveral affiftants are 
employed in attending this inftitution. In 
every diltrict of Denmark, a phyfician and 
furgeon are appointed and paid by the king, 
to attend the poor, and to take care that the 
regulations of the College of Phyficians are 
duly obferved. Regular reports are alfo 
fent from each diftri@ to the college, in cafe 
of epidemics, &c. 


SWEDEN. 


In Stockholm, Upfal, Lund, Abo, &c. are 
colleges for teaching phyfic, natural hiftory, 
botany, anatomy, furgery, natural philolo- 
phy, agriculture, chemiftry, &c. and in 
Stockholm there are a royal college of phy- 
ficians, a lociety of furgeons, public hofpi- 
tals, &c. | 

B 4 HUNGARY. 
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HUNGARY. 


Hungary has alfo an univerfity, where 
pathology, practice of phyfic, anatomy, phy- 
fiology, materia medica, chemiftry, botany, 
furgery, midwifery, natural hiftory, &c. are 
regularly taught. 


| GERMANY. 

In the Univerfity at Vienna, practice of 
phyfic, botany, chemiftry, pathology, mate- 
ria medica, anatomy, difeafes of the eyes, 
midwifery, furgery, natural hiftory, &c. are 
taught by the feveral profeffors. 

In Prague the different branches in phy- 
fic, furgery, midwifery, &c. are taught. 
At Berlin are alfo taught, in the Royal Col- 
lege, every branch of phyfic, anatomy, mid- 
wifery, &c. At Gottingen, Mentz, Leipfic, 
Infpruck, Keil, &c. are profeffors, who teach 
medicine, furgery, &c. in every department. 

The phyficians, as well as furgeons, of 
Liege are incorporated : before a furgeon 
is allowed to practife, he muft fubmit to an 
examination by the affeffors of the college 
and the furgeons of the town, who are con- 


vened for that purpole. 
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The apothecaries are obliged to ferve an 
apprenticefhip of five years, and to under- 
go an examination by the afleflors of the 
college, before they are allowed to follow 
their profeffion. Phyficians, who have gra- 
duated in any univerfity, are admitted of 
the college without examination. 


HOLLAND. 


There are two profeflorfhips at the Hague, 
for anatomy, midwifery, furgery, and bo- 
tany; and there are fimilar inftitutions in 
almoft every large town throughout the 
United Provinces. The profeflors lecture 
in Dutch. There is not any hofpital at the 
Hague; but the fick poor are vifited at their 
own houfes, by four phyficians and four 
furgeons, who are paid by the magittrates, 
and have each their refpective diftricts. At 
Leyden, the examinations for a degree in 
phyfic are fuch as muft preclude any one, 
not well qualified, from offering himfelf. 
Befides lectures in the univerfity of Leyden, 
on every {c1ence connected with medicine, 
there is a public library, and alfo a botanic 
garden for the ule of the ftudents. In the 
hofpital at Amfterdam, the phyficians and 
furgeons mult attend twice a day. 
‘There 
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There are medical focieties at the Hague, 
Amfterdam, and feveral other towns m 
Holland. 


AUSTRIAN NETHERLANDS. 


In Bruffels there is a college of phyficians, 
The furgeons are alfo incorporated. The 
apothecaries are not allowed to prefcribe. 
In Ghent there is alfo a college of phyfi- 
cians, and the furgeons are incorporated. 

In Louvain, there are faid to be generally 
above five thoufand ftudents in the univer- 
fity, about three hundred of whom are qua- 
lifying for the practice of medicine. 

No perfon can practife in the Auftrian 
Netherlands without being a hcentiate of 
this univerfity. No fludent is permitted to 
attend the hofpital till he has been three 
years a pupil in the univerfity, where all 
the branches of phyfic and furgery are 
taught. | 


FRANCE, 

The faculty of phyfic, in Paris, is a col- 
lege to which every one practifing phy fic 
muft belong. A doéctor of the college is 
annually elected prefident, and five others, 
to deliver lectures on pathology, phyfiolo- 
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gy, chemiftry, furgery, and materia medica. 
Thefe leciures begin the firft week in Oc- 
tober. Six Members of the faculty meet 
at the college every Monday morning, at 
ten o'clock, to prefcribe gratis to the poor 
for two hours. The faculty’s library is 
open every Thurfday. 

The furgeons of France have a very ele- 
gant aalcas where are apartments for the 
ule of the Academy of Surgery, in which 
every matter furgeon of Paris has a feat, 
and moft of the other furgeons of France 
are extraordinary, or correfponding, mem- 
bers ; the meetings are held weekly. The 
coHege has an elaboratory, alfo an infirmary 
for patients, who are to undergo any parti- 
cular operation; an amphitheatre for lec- 
tures, capable of accommodating a thoufand 
{tudents, a library, &c. 

To be admitted of the College of Surgeons, 
it is neceflary to have ferved five years 
with one of the members; to have taken a 
degree of M.A. in fome French univerfity, 
to undergo a number of examinations; and, 
laftly, to defend a thefis in the public fchools. 

Befides the furgeons of Paris, there are a 
certain number of perfons licenced by this’ 
college, under the title of Exfertes Occu- 
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éifles, Dentiftes, ow Herniaires. Every 
one applying for fuch licence, muft have 
ferved, at leaft, two years under a matter 
furgeon, and fubmit to an examination be- 
fore he dare to practife; and fhould any 
one aflume the title of furgeon, or practife 
in any other branch of the art than that for 
which he 1s licenced, a penalty of 300 livres 
would be inflicted. Profeffors on the fol- 
lowing fubjects were paid by the king, and 
their lectures might be attended by ftudents 
free of any expence: phy ficlogy, two teach- 
ers; pathology, two; theraputics, two; 
midwifery, for the inftruction of midwives, 
one; midwifery, for fludents in furgery, 
one; jurgery, one; chemiuftry, one; anato- 
my, two; on operations, two; on difeafes 
of the eye, one. 

The apothecaries of Paris are incorporat- 
ed, and have a good botanic garden. 

There are other apothecaries in Paris, 
who are entitled to the privilege of difpent 
ing medicines, by their belonging to the 
court, or having fome other public appoint- 
ment. ‘There are {chools for anatomy, che- 
miftry, and botany, in (what was called) the 
King’s Garden; all thefe branches were 
taught publicly at the king’s expence, and 
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the botanic garden was open to the public ; 
and alfo the mufeum, every Monday and 
Thurfday. There were eight profeflors and 
demonftrators paid for inftruéting ftudents 
in this garden, | 

Befides many other hofpitals in Paris for 
different difeafes, the Hotel Dieu ufually 
had three thoufand patients: one in five are 
{aid to have died of all who were admitted. 

At Lyons, the phyficians and furgeons. 
are both incorporated, and fome of the 
members of the College of Phyficians are 
annually elected, to give leGtures in the 
town-houfe, on chemittry, anatomy, fur- 
gery, and botany. | 

At Montpelier univerfity, the profeffors 
lecture chiefly in Freneh, and the public 
library is open once a week. There are in 
Montpelier feven public teachers in phyfic 
and anatomy, and nine in the different de- 
partments of furgery and midwifery. 

In Strafburg univerfity are fix public 
teachers in phyfic, furgery, &c. The fur- 
Seons are alfo incorporated. By an old 
law, which is very ftrictly obferved, the 
number of apothecaries fhops in Strafburg 
is not to exceed fix: the owner, wifhing to 
decline practice, may appoint an admini- 

1 {trator 


( 14) 
firator to act in his name, who, however, 
mutt firft be approved of by the faculty of 
phyfic there. 

At Nancy there is a college of phyficians, 
with a good library and an excellent bota- 
nic garden, where feveral profeffors lecture 
on the different branches of phyfic, &c. 

The furgeons are alfo incorporated on @ 
fimilar plan to the Royal Academy of Sur- 
gery at Paris, confifting of ordinary, hono- 
rary, and correfponding members. 

The apothecaries at Nancy are alfo incor- 
porated ; their number is limited to eight. 


FEAL: 


There are colleges of phyficians in Rome, 
Turin, and fome other cities of Italy ; and 
in Modena, Pavia, Padua, &c. Practice of 
phyfic, furgery, midwifery, and philofophy, 
are regularly taught by the different pro- 
feflors ; but, in the fmall towns and villages 
of Italy, the phyficians are paid by a tax on 
the inhabitants, at the rate of about two 
fhillings for each perfon: thefe appointments 
are called condottas. If a village is too {mall 
to fupport a phyfician, two or three others 
are joined with it, to form a condotta, and 
their common phyfician is enabled to keep 
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a horfe, a mule, or a carriage. If, on the 
other hand, the place is too large for one 
phyfician, the corporation has more than 
one falary to appoint, and more than one 
condotta to difpofe of. The fmalleft con- 
dotta brings in about thirty, and the largeft 
feventy or eighty pounds a year; and al- 
moit all the families of a condotta, whether 
they have occafion for their phyfician or 
not, fend him fome little prefent at Chrift- 
mas and Eafter. Surgeons are’ appointed 
to condottas in the fame manner as phyfi- 
cians. As for apothecaries, there are none 
but in great cities; and even in them their 
number is fmall. They are not allowed to 
prefcribe ; but any body that chufes may 
fet up for one, after pafling the ufual exa- 
minations. | 


SPAIN. 


The practice of phyfic throughout Spain 
is regulated by a court for the purpofle, 
called the Protomedicato, confifting of {e- 
veral phyficians. No phyfician is allowed 
to practife till he has been examined and 
approved by this court. There are twenty- 
two univerfities in Spain, in each of which 
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are three profeffors, who teach the various - 
branches of the healing art. 

To be allowed to practife furgery, a per- 
fon muft have ferved four years with a ma~ 
fter furgeon, or have attended an hofpital 
for that period, and afterwards pafs an ex- 
amination, and be approved by the Pro- 
tomedicato. 


AMERICA. 


In America, I am told, that the profeffors 
of the healing art are not much diftinguifh- 
ed into different claffes; but that, imitating ~ 
nature, (who has frequently fo mixed dif- 
eafes, that where the phyfician’s province 
ends, or the furgeon’s begins, none can tell) 
every one practifes in all the branches of 
his profeffion; and that a moderate fee is 
taken each vifit; every one fending the 
medicines, or remedies, he prefcribes. The 
practice of midwifery (except in large 
towns, where they are, perhaps, too fond 
of fome European cuftoms) being chiefly 
in the hands of females; men only being 
called in cafes of danger, or in child-bed 
difeafes. 
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We cannot expect, that in fo young a 
country, public eftablifhments, tor teaching 
every branch of knowledge connected with 
_ the healing art, fhould be numerous. We 
may, however, hope that a fcience and art, 
above all others, capable of relieving the 
fufferings of mankind, will receive early 
attention in that extenfive country; and that 
eftablifhments on liberal, rational, and ex- 
tenfive principles, will foon be formed in 
each ftate of the Federal Union, where 
every {cience, that can tend to ameliorate 
and improve the condition of man, will be 
taught their youth of both fexes; and above 
all others, perhaps, chemiftry, botany, mi- 
neralogy, and all the different branches of 
the healing art are deferving of their moft 
early attention. Aided by thefe and the 
other fciences, and looking through nature 
up to nature’s God, we may encourage a 
hope, that the rifing generation, in the new 
world, will learn never to forget, that, to 
preferve ourfelves, and render our fellow 
creatures happy, is the beft fervice we can 
offer our Creator: that knowledge increafes 
virtue, by fhewing in what the happinefs 
of man confifts, and how the creation can 


beft be ufed for the general advantage. 
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That fuperftition and bigotry are ever 
the enemies of a free ftate, making man un- 
charitable to his neighbour, for only a dif- 
ference of opinion, and fitting him only for 
a tyrant or a flave: that all nature fhews 
man was meant for active life, and, there- 
fore, that ignorance and indolence are the 
fource of nearly all the evils he endures: 
that wifdom and vigilance are the great 
duties of all; and that to underftand mi- 
nutely the focial compact, of which he 
forms a part, and to contribute all in his 
power to prevent abufes from time, and to 
render it more perfect, fo that the general 
fum of happinefs in the nation may con- 
{tantly be increafing, is a duty entailed on 
every individual living in fociety: that 
there are public duties, in every country, 
for each to perform; and from fo many not 
underftanding their interefts, or neglecting 
their public duties, it is that the ftate of 
civil fociety has, till this period, afforded fo 
little general happinefs. And when it is 
conlidered by Americans, that the laws of 
many {tates in the union differ from others, 
both in the value of money, religious tole- 
ration, and other points of importance ; the 
great extent of their country, the immenfe 
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family eftates that muft, in a fhort time, ac- 
cumulate ; the many pretended teachers of 
a faving faith, as the road to another world, 
who are unacquainted with the laws by 
which the prefent is governed, with which 
that country is faid to be overrun, and who 
invariably have the ignorant in their power ; 
and, above all, that the fart principal of 
man is felf intereft, the neceflity for wifdom 
and vigilance, and the ftudy of political {ci- 
ence for all, muft become felf evident. 
Let then convulfed Europe fhew, ere too 
late, the neceflity for univerfal inftruétion. 


When noble aims have fuffer’d long controul, 
They fink at laft, or feebly man the foul; 
While low delights, fucceeding faft behind, 
In happier meannefs occupy the mind, 


IRELAND. 


Previous to the reign of Charles II. the 
phyficians of Dublin not being incorporated ; 
nor having any college or public inftitution 
for the ftudy of the healing art, and the inha- 
bitants being extremely ignorant and {uper- 
{titious, like every other country in a fimilar 
fituation, phyfic was in the hands of empirics 
and mountebanks ; the dawn of reafon then 
beginning to difplay itfelf, in the nineteenth 
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year of that reign, the phyficians of Dublin 
were incorporated; but their jurifdiction 
did not extend more than feven miles round 
the city. However, in 1762, in the reign 
of William and Mary, a charter was grant- 
ed, which extended the jurifdiction of the 
college to all parts of the kingdom. 
The fellows are here admitted, in gene- 
ral, as a matter of form, being doctors of 
phyfic of Trinity College, and not by exa- 
mination. The college have power to 
compel all phyficians, practifing in Dublin, 

except graduates of Dublin, Oxford, or 
- Cambridge, to fubmit to an examination, 
and take out a licence, under penalty of 
10ol.a month: this, however, is faid never 
to have been put in practice. There was, fo 
long ago as 1711, ample provifion made fora 
profefforfhip of phytic, by Sir Patrick Dunn, 
who left an eftate, which, in 1783, is faid ta 
have brought in 8¢:..a year; and yet, at 
that period, we are told that no profefforfhip 
had been eftablifhed in Dublin; but that 
their youth, inftead of being taught gratis 
at home, were obliged to feek for inftruc- 
tion, ata great expence, ina foreign country, 
chiefly Edinburgh, Leyden, or Paris. 

In 1783, as there was no diftinct corpora- 
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tion of furgeons, the furgeons {till being in- 
corporated with the barbers; fo was there 
no regular mode of furgical education; and 
any man who chofe might follow the pro- 
feflion: the confequence of which was, that 
Dublin was crowded with irregulars of 
every {pecies; as dentifts, occulifts, and men 
midwives, who feldom had ferved any time 
except to pharmacy. The hofpitals, though 
numerous, were then 1n general poor, and far 

from being well provided for, moft of them 
_ depending on precarious fubfcription. 

The hofpitals in Dublin are as follow: 
St. Patrick’s, for lunaticks and idiots, found- 
ed by Dr. Swift in 1745. 

Mercer's Hofpital, for fick poor, contains 
fixty-two beds: the phyficians vifit the out- 
patients Mondays and Fridays, and the in- 
patients Tuefdays and Saturdays. One of 
the furgeons attends every day in rotation, 
and both phyficians and furgeons attend 
gratis. 

The Lying-in Hofpital was newly erected 
in 1757, and great numbers have benefited 
by this inftitution. 

The Charitable Infirmary was opened in 
1728, and is attended gratis by the phyfi- 
cians and furgeons. | 

yer C3 The 


( 22 ) 

The Hofpital for Incurables admits forty- 
two patients, who are maintained and fur- 
nifhed with clothes gratis; con{tables, and 
others, receive half a guinea on bringing in 
any perfon who is found expofing their de- 
formities in the ftreets. 

St. Nicholas’s Hofpital was opened in 
1753, and contains forty beds for the recep- 
tion of furgical patients; one furgeon in turn 
attends gratis, daily, from 8 till 10 o'clock. 

The Meath, now the County Hofpital, 1s 
a large building, lately ere¢ted, at upwards 
of 20001. expence. The phyficians and fur- 
geons attend gratis, having refigned to the 
hofpital the bounty of 1001. annually paid 
them by government. 

The Lock Hofpital, inftituted in 1755, 
admits about one hundred and thirty pa- 
tients every year, and the annual expences 
have feldom exceeded 16ol. | 

The Infirmary for fick and wounded fol- 
diers, is attended by a furgeon and an apo- 
thecary. . 

Infirmaries have been erected, by act 
of parliament, in every county in Ireland, 
by a tax on the inhabitants; the furgeons to 
which are paid, and pafs an examination 
previous to their appointment. 

Simpfon’s 
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Simpfon’s Hofpital is for poor, afflided 
with blindnefs, gout, &c. 

An Experimental Society, for promoting 
natural knowledge, was inftituted in 1777; 
they meet weekly, and diftribute three gold 
medals annually, - 

This account refers as far back as 1789, 
fince which period an aét of parliament has 
been pafled for regulating the practice of 
the healing art in Ireland; which has, I un- 
derftand, much benefited both the public 
and the profeffion. I lament not being able 
to give the heads of that a¢t, not having per- 
ufed it; and to procure a copy would oc- 
cafiona delay, which it is my wifh to avoid. 


JAMAICA. 


The Ifland of Jamaica has two botanic 
gardens, which were eftablifhed by vote of 
allembly in 1775, in the neighbourhood of 
Kingfton, with a liberal falary, houfe, &c. 
for a botanift, with a view to introduce into 
the ifland every vegetable produétion capa- 
ble of being cultivated to advantage, cither 
for medicine, food, pleafure, or commerce. 
One of thefe gardens confifts of feventy 
acres, and has two climates, the tropical, 
and that of Madeira. The other confifts of © 
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fifty acres, for the reception of the plants 
of cold climates, being more than three 
thoufand fix hundred feet above the level 
of the fea. i 


SCOTLAND. 

The Univerfity of Edinburgh is an infti- 
tution which does credit to that country, 
and was firft ufed as a {chool of phyfic in 
1685; but the regular plan, in imitation of 
Leyden, was not begun till the year 1720, 
fince which time it has juflly been confider- 
ed one of the beft {chools of phyfic in Eu- 
rope. From the latter end of October to 
May, lettures are given on every branch of 
the healing art, and the fciences connected, 
as theory and practice of phytic, and clinical 
lectures ; anatomy and furgery ; chemiftry ; 
materia medica; botany; midwifery ; ma- 
thematics ; natural philofophy ; natural hil- 
tory, &c. Botany in fummer, and chemiftry 
and midwifery are continued all the year. 
The ftudent pays three guineas to each pro- 
feffor whofe lectures he attends for the fef- 
fion ; three guineas to the infirmary for the 
privilege of attending the practice of phyfic 
and furgery there for the {pace of one year ; 
and a further fum of three guineas, if he at- 
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tends the clinical lectures, without which he 
cannot vifit the clinical wards. The fum of 
half-a-crown, (or any larger fum,) entitles 
each ftudent to the ufe of the library, where 
he may attend to read three days a week; or 
he may take any number of books home, 
on depofiting their value till returned.’ In 
June and September, a day is fet apart for 
conferring degrees, which, in all the Scotch 
univerfities, are only Mafter of Arts and 
Doctor. Twenty-two profeffors belong to 
the univerfity. 

The botanic garden confifts of five acres, 
and is laid out into the School of Botany, 
where the plants are fyftematically arrang- 
ed, on each fide of which are placed the 
officinal plants, fhrubs, and trees: this divi- 
_fion contains about two thoufand fpecies of 
plants. On the weft is the {ylva botanica, 
where the tender plants are protected by 
hardy trees, and fo arranged, that a {peci- 
men of each may be feen in walking. In 
this divifion is the confervatory. A plant- 
ation near has had about three thoufand 
plants of the true rhubarb growing many 
years. 

The flipend of the profeffor of anatomy is 
50l. per annum; of botany near 80l. The 
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Royal College of Phyficians was formed in 
1681, by King Charles II. By this charter 
they were enjoined to vifit all the apotheca- 
ries fhops within the city and liberties of 
Edinburgh, at leaft twice a year, and deftroy 
all infufficient and corrupted drugs; this 
part of their duty, however, 1s faid to have 
been long neglected. 

They have five ftated meetings every year. 
When officers are elected annually, the col- 
lege firft chufe feven electors, who contti- 
tute the council for the enfuing year: thefe 
electors retire and nominate a prefident, two 
cenfors, a fecretary, treafurer, fifcal, and li- 
brarian: on returning, the chair being taken, 
a vice-prefident 1s then named, 

Quarterly meetings are held for the ad- 
miffion of licentiates, election of fellows, &c. 
No perfon can be elected a fellow, unlefs 
he has been previoufly admitted a licentiate 
of the college ; and by a law, of late date, no 
licentiate can be promoted to a fellowfhip, 
who practtifes midwifery or furgery. 

The licentiates are entitled to practife 
within the liberties of the city, but are not 
fummoned to the meetings of the college. 
Doctors of phyfic, in either of the Scotch 
univerfities, are entitled to a licence on 
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merely paying the fees, which amount to 
about 551. Graduates of other univerfities 
are required to undergo an examination, at 
which all the fellows have a right to affift. 
In the election of a licentiate toa fellowfhip, 
it is required that he fhall be propofed at a 
quarterly meeting by one of the fellows; 
this motion being duly feconded, is to be 
determined at the next enfuing quarterly- 
meeting by ballot, and a majority of votes is 
fufhcient for the election of the candidate. 

To encourage the ftudy of botany, a gold 
medal is given annually to the ftudent who 
produces the beft Hortus Siccus. The ftu- 
dent, on his matriculation, generally gives 
more than the half-crown which the ftatutes 
require tothe library: this money, with the 
fum of 5]. paid by each profeffor at his ad- 

-muffion, goes towards the purchafe of books, 
&c. The library of the college is fifty-feet 
long, thirty broad, and twenty high, witha 
gallery on three fides. 

The confervatories in the botanic garden 
extend one hundred and forty feet in front, 
and confift of a green-houfe in the centre, 
and a hot-houfe at-each end. 

The furgeons of Edinbureh were incor- 
porated by the magiftrates of that city, fo 
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early asthe year'1505. This incorporation 
was confirmed, and new privileges granted 
by charter, in the reign of King William III. 
and lately a new incorporation has taken 
place, by charter of 1770, under the name 
of the Royal College of Surgeons: by this 
charter they are empowered to eftablifh a 
fund for the widows and children of their 
members, to which each member 1s obliged 
to pay 5].a year, and dying after four yearly 
payments, his widow receives 25]. annually. 
If he dies a widower, leaving children, they 
are entitled in the whole.to 1ool. All the 
furgeons in Edinburgh praétife as apothe- 
caries; but no perfon is allowed to practife 
furgery or pharmacy there, till he has been 
admitted of this college; nor in the fhires of 
Edinburgh, Berwick, Fife, Peebles, Selkirk, 
and Roxburgh, till he has been examined 
and approved by the College of Surgeons 
of Edinburgh. 

The Royal Infirmary of Edinburgh is a 
fpacious building, but fome of the wards 
always being kept empty, for the fake of 
being well aired, the number of patients, in 
the houfe at one time, feldom exceeds one ~ 
hundred and eighty. It is faid, that fince 
the year 1741, the number of deaths in this 
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hofpital has been only in‘ the proportion 
of one in twenty-five. 

In the attic ftory is a lying-in ward, con- 
taining ten beds. To purify this ward, no 
patients are admitted from the middle of 
July to the middle of November, and none 
are admitted at any time, but fuch as will 
-fubmit to be delivered by the ftudents.— 
Two {mall wards (one for men, the other 
for women) are fet apart-for fuch patients as 
are to be the fubjects of the clinical lectures, 
and thefe are vifited every day by one of 
the clinical lecturers, with the ftudents; and 
twice a week a clinical le€ture is delivered. 
Three phyficians attend the infirmary pa- 
tients, and all the members of the college of 
{urgeons in rotation, four being appointed 
annually for that purpofe. The Public 
Difpenfary, (inftituted in 1776,) for fuch 
patients as are improper cafes for an hofpital, 
is attended gratis twice a week by two phy- 
ficians, and is fupported by fubfcription. 
Lectures on the patients cafes are given to 
the pupils, and the teachers of midwifery 
have lying-in-houfes, which their pupils at- 
tend. 

The Philofophical Society, begun in 1731, 
is held once a month, and each gentleman 
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is expected to deliver a paper on fome fub- 
jet of natural knowledge, in rotation; which 
when read, is given to two members, who 
are expected to examine and deliver ina 
written report on its merits at the next 
meeting; and fuch are publifhed as are 
thought deferving of public notice. 

The Medical Soeiety, incorporated by 
charter in 1778, have a hall, and the meet- 
ings are weekly during the winter; each 
member in rotation delivering in a paper, 
on fome fubjeé connected with the healing 
art, for public difcuffion. In electing an 
ordinary member, three votes reject the 
candidate. When anordinary member has 
delivered in a certain number of papers, 
or obtained the good opinion of the fociety, 
he is ufually elected an honorary member : 
the votes, in this cafe, muft be unanimous; 
a diploma is then given, and the perfon con- 
tinues to have all the privileges of an ordi- 
nary member; but is freed from the obliga- 
tion of attendance, delivering in papers in 
rotation, &c. Four members are annually 
elected to fill the chair in rotation, as pre- 
fidents. 

A library, and a mufeum for curious fub- 
_ jects in anatomy and natural hiftory, form a 
part 
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part of the fociety’s hall, which is {pacious, 
and on which the fociety have expended a 
confiderable fum of money. ; 

ABERDEEN.—The Univerfity of Aber- 
deen was founded in 1747, and confifts of 
two colleges, to each of which there is a pro- 
feffor of phytic. 

There is alfo an infirmary in Aberdeen, 
which ufually contains from eighty to 
ninety patients, befides thofe who are not 
admitted into the houfe. 

The phyficians, all over Scotland, thofe 
of Edinburgh excepted, generally practife 
furgery, and alfo difpenfe their own medi- 
cines. | 

Dumrries has an infirmary, ere&ed in — 
1777, which contains forty beds. 

SAINT ANDREWS.—The univerfity here 
was founded in 1411, and confifts of two 
colleges; the medical profefforfhip was 
founded by the Duke of Chandos, with a 
falary of 5ol. a year. | 

LaANERK has alfo an univerfity, with two 
medical profeflorfhips, and one for natural 
philofophy. 

GLascow.—The Faculty of Phyfic, con- 
fifting of the phyficians and furgeons of 
Glafgow,was incorporated by charter, grant- 
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ed to Mr. Peter Low, furgeon ; and Mr. 
Robert Hamilton, profeflor of phyfic; and 
their fucceflors, by James VI. of Scotland, 
in 1599. The members of the faculty are 
bound by their charter to meet once a 
month, to give advice to the poor gratis, if 
any attend for that purpofe. They have 
alfo a power of examining and licenfing 
practitioners refiding in the fhires of Lanerk, 
Renfrew, Dumbarton, and Air; and to inter- 
dict them, if found difqualified. A plan has 
been formed for a fund for the widows and 
children of the faculty. At their hall is a 
medical library, which is increafing, ol. 
being laid out annually in books. 


ENGLAND. 


The Royal College of Phyficians of Lon- 
don, was firft eftablifhed in the reign of 
Henry VII. by an act, the preamble of 
which fets- forth, that “ Forafmuch as the 
{cience and cunning of phyfic and furgery, 
(to the perfect’ knowledge whereof be re- 
quifite both great learning and ripe experl- 
ence) is daily within this realm exercifed by 
a great multitude of ignorant perfons, of 
whom the greateft part have no manner of 
infight into the fame, nor in any other kind 
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of learning; fo far forth, that common arti- 
ficers, as {miths, weavers, and women, bold- 
ly and accuftomably take upon them great 
cures, and things of great difficulty, in the 
which they partly ufe forcery and witch- 
craft, partly apply fuch medicines unto the 
difeafe as be very noxious, and nothing meet 
therefore, to the high difpleafure of God, 
great injury to the faculty, and the griev- 
ous hurt, damage, and deftruction of many 
of the king’s liege people, moft efpecially 
of them that cannot difcern the uncunning 
from the cunning.” This aé& then fays, 
that no perfon fhall praétife phyfic or fur- 
gery, within the city of London, or feven 
miles thereof, without being firft examined 
and approved by the Bifhop of London, or 
the Dean of St. Paul’s, (who fhall call to 
their affiftance four doctors of phyfic; and 
for furgery, other expert perfons in that fa- 
culty), upon pain of being fined 51. for 
every month fuch' perfon fhall practife, 
without being thus admitted. By this act 
fimilar powers were given to the bifhop of 
every diocefe, for the examination of per- 
fons practifing in the country. 

Seven years afterwards, in the 10th of 


Henry VIII. the phyficians were incorpo- 
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rated into‘a college, with a power to elect @ 
prefident, have a common feal, purchafe 
lands, and to make ftatutes and ordinances 
for the government and correction of the 
college; and of all perfons practifing withm 
the city of London, or within feven miles 
thereof. This att hkewife fays, “that no 
perfon fhall be permitted to practife in 
any county of England or Wales, without 
firft being examined by, and receiving let- 
‘ters teftimonial from the prefident, and 
three or more of the lects; unlefs he bea 
graduate of Oxford or Cambridge; but even 
a graduate of Oxford or Cambridge has no 
right to practife within feven miles of the 
city, until he has been admitted of the col- 
lege. The letters teftimonial are granted 
after a fingle examination in Latin, com- 
monly on different fubjeéts of. anatomy, 
phyfiology, and the practice of phyfic; and 
then the name of the perfon to whom they 
are granted, and the county: he means to 
praciife: in, are regiftered in the college 
books. Thefe privileges have fince been 
-contirmed by different a&ts. In 1540, 1552, 
and 1723, acts were paffed, exempting the 
members from ferving parifh offices; giving 
power to the prefident to commit to prifon 
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perfons offending againft the rules of the 
college ; and to empower the cenfors of the 
college, calling to their affiftance the war- 
dens of the apothecaries, to enter, in the day 
time, any apothecary’s fhop, within feven 
miles of London, to examine the medicines; 
and they may dettroy all drugs, &c. not 
meet to be ufed in medicine. Perfons re- 
fifting fearch are to forfeit 10l. 

By act made in 1774, the college are em- 
powered to elect annually five fellows, as 
commuffioners for licenfing houfes for the 
reception of lunatics, within feven miles of 
London, or in any part of the county of 
Middlefex; they are empowered to receive 
1ol. or 151. for a licence, according to the 
fize of the houfe. No licence can authorize 
any perfon to keep more than one houfe ; 
and any perfon who, without fuch a licence, 
keeps more than one infane patient, is able 
to forfeit 5001. No licence is granted with- 
out recognizance in 100l. with fureties. 

Perfons fo licenfed are, within three days 
after the admuflion of a patient into their 
houle, (except in the cafe of paupers, fent 
by the parifh officers), to give notice to the 
fecretary, in writing, of the name of the pa- 
tient, together with the names and places of 
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abode of the perfons by whofe orders he 
has been received; and of the phyfician, 
furgeon, or apothecary, who has certified 
that he is infane. The commiffioners are 
empowered to infpect licenfed houfes, as 
often as they fhall think proper; and keep- 
ers, refufing them admittance, are to forfeit 
their licence. 

By the fame act, fimilar powers are vefted 
in juftices of the peace for the different 
counties of England and Wales, above fe- 
ven miles from London, or out of Middle- 
fex. Nothing in the act extends to public 
hofpitals. Dr. Harvey gave, during his life 
time, an eftate in Kent of forty-feven acres, 
for the purpofes of inftituting an annual 
dinner, on the 18th of October; a gratuity 
to the perfon (which is each fellow in turn) 
who fhall delivera Latin oration on that day ; 
and as a provifion for the college librarian. 
Dr. Caldwell and Lord Lumley laid a rent 
charge on their eftates, of gol. a year, to 
fupport lectures on anatomy and furgery. 
In thefe lectures it was, that Dr. Harvey, 
who was appointed to read them in 1615, 
firft publicly delivered his doCirines con- 
cerning the circulation of the blood. Dr. 
roone alfo laid a foundation for public 
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lectures on mufcular motion ; and Dr. Gul- 
{ton, who died in 1632, bequeathed gool. 
for founding lectures on any medical fubjeét 
which the lecturer fhould prefer. Thefe laft 
were to be read between Michaelmas and 
Eafter, by one of the four youngeft fellows 
of the college. The Gulftonian lectures are 
to be delivered in Englifh, the other in La- 
tin; and each inflitution was for three dif- 
couries. 

Befides the Manfion-houfe, and near four 
hundred acres of land in Effex, bequeathed 
by Dr. Baldwin Hamey in 1708, the college 
have had many legacies of books, money, 
&c. at different periods. The members of 
the college are divided into three clafles : 
fellows, candidates, and hcentiates, who are 
all allowed to prattife; but the two latter 
clafles have no {hare in the management of 
the college, Phyficians, who have gradu- 
ated at Oxford or Cambridge, or at Trinity 
College Dublin, after going through the 
ufual examinations, are admitted into the 
clafs of candidates, and the year following 
are received as fellows. Phyficians, who 
have graduated in any other univerfity, can 
only be admitted as licentiates. Formerly 
it was underftood, that a licentiate, of feven 
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years ftanding, might be a candidate for a 
fellowfhip ; but the college, by a bye-law of 
their own making, (viz. by the fellows,) re- 
fufe now to examine any licentiate for a fel- 
lowfhip, who is not of their own chufing. 
This was contefled, and loft by the licen- 
tiates, in Lord Mansfield’s time, and is now 
pending in the Court of King’s-bench be- 
fore Lord Kenyon ; the college having re- 
fufed to examine Dr. Stanger, who has pre- 
fented himfelf for that purpofe. 

Formerly perfons were admitted into the 
clafs of licentiates, without having taken 
any degree in phyfic; but a regulation was 
made fome years ago, to prevent any one 
being examined for a town licence, who is 
not a Doétor of Phyfic, of at leaft twenty-fix 
years of age, and who has not ftudied for 
two whole years in fome reputable univer- 
fity. Both fellows and licentiates, before 
their admiffion, mutt undergo three examin- 
ations in Latin, at three feveral monthly 
meetings, before the prefident and cenfors; 
and, if appr oved, are ufually admitted at the 
next enfuing quarterly meeting. ‘There are 
four ordinary and fixed meetings (comitia 
majora et folemnia) of the college during the 
year. The officers are, a pref ident and four 
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cenfors elected annually, who examine fuch 
phyficians as prefent themfelves to the col-. 
lege, to be admitted as candidates or licen- 
tiates; feven elects, out of which number 
the prefident is chofen, and who are eth- 
powered, in conjunction with the prefident, 
to examine and grant teftimonials to pi 
cians intending to practife in the aay 
treafurer and a regifter. 

No bufinefs can be tranfa€led at either of. 
thefe meetings, unlefs the prefident and 
twelve fellows are prefent. 3 

Befides thefe four quarterly, there are 
monthly or lefler meetings, (comitia mu1- 
nora) which are compofed of the prefident: 
and cenfors, and are chiefly intended for 
the examination of phyficians, who prefent: 
themfelves to be admitted of the college; 
or of the prefident and three or more elects, 
for granting of teflimonials to phyficians 
practifing in the country. | 

The college publifh a iaratcony by 
which all apothecaries in the kingdom are 
obliged to prepare their officinal medicines. 
A Pharmacopzia was publifhed in. 1745, 
another in 1771, and the laftin 1791. 

The examination fee, fora town phyf-. 
cian, is 50]. and for an extra licentiate 10l. 
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The College is in Warwick-lane, near 
Sa Paul’s. | 


THe CORPORATION OF SURGEONS. / 


The act firft reftraining the practice of 
phyfic and furgery in England, had not 
long paffed, when, in the thirty-fecond 
year of Henry VIII. the furgeons were in- 
corporated with the barbers, under the 
united title of Barbers and Surgeons. 

In the fifth of Charles I. the furgeons 
were, by letters patent, authorifed to elect 
ten of their members to be examiners; and 
it was then ordered, that no perfon fhould 
practife furgery within the liberties of Lon- 
don and Weftminfter, or within feven miles 
thereof, without having been previoufly 
approved by two or more of thefe examin- 
ers: and this fan¢ction was fufhcient authority 
for practifing furgery in any part of England. 
The furgeons continued incorporated with 
the barbers, having the fame common hall 
till 1745, when an act of parliament was 
pafled, making them diftinct and feparate 
companies, when the furgeons were incor- 
porated under the name of the Malter, Go- 
vernors, and Commonalty of the Art and 
Science ef Surgeons of London. By this 
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a&t, which confirmed all their former privi- 
leges, as exemption from parifh offices, &c. 
they were empowered to elect a matter, 
two wardens, and a court of affiftants ; in all 
twenty-one perfons, ten of whom are exa- 
miners. The eftate and hall, witha f{pacious 
theatre for anatomy, were given to the bar- 
bers, except the fum of siol. and a rent 
charge of 161. which had been given to the 
united company; the former by Edward 
Arris, for annual leGtures on the mutfcles: 
and the latter by John Gale, for one anato- 
mical lecture: both thefe fums were afligned 
over to the furgeons. ‘There were other 
claufes in this act, to enable the new com- 
pany to make bye-laws, and to elect a maf- 
ter and wardens annually, on the firft Thurf- 
day in July. They were likewife appoint- 
ed to examine every candidate intending to 
ferve as a f{urgeon or furgeons-mate, either 
in the army or navy; and his rank takes 
place according to the qualification allowed 
by the court of examiners. 

Soon after this, the company erected a 
hall in the Old Bailey, with a theatre for 
anatomical leétures, and other fpacious 
apartments; but this hall has lately been 
fold for barracks for the City Militia, and a 
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fpacious houfe, in Lincoln’s-inn-fields, pur-’ 
chafed, as a hall for the company. The 
court of examiners meet on the firft and: 
third ‘Thurfdays of every month, for the 
purpofe of admitting members, and examin- 
ing furgeons and furgeons-mates for the 
army.and navy. The examinations are in 
-Englifh, and. the members, who mean to 
-practife in the country, pay only half the 
admiffion fees; but figsn a bond to pay the 
remainder, in cafe they fhall come to refide 
and practife in London, or within feven 
miles. The admuiffion fee is 27]. 118. 

The company’s beadle calls on each town 
member for what is called quarterage ;' 
which, at prefent, amounts only to'ten fhil- 
lings a year; but can be advanced to any 
fum, and at any time that the matter, ward- 
ens, and court of afhiftants may think ‘pro- 
per, without their affigning any reafon, they 
alone having the entire controul over the 
company’s concerns, and elect whoever 
themfelves think proper into office; fo that 
the reft of the town furgeons neither have 
avote for the laws which bind them, nor yet. 
for the perfons who make thefe laws, Oh! 
fhame, where is thy blufh! | ) 
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When an apprentice is bound to a fur- 
geon, within the jurifdiction of the court, it 
muft be done before the Court of Examin- 
ers, where he is examined as to his know- 
ledge of the Latin language, and mutt be 
bound for feven years, at the expiration of 
which he is admitted of the corporation, on 
paying the ufual fees, viz. about 281. 


Sociery or APOTHECARIES. 


This company confifts of a mafter, two 
wardens, twenty-one afliftants; a livery of 
one hundred and twenty-fix members, and 
an unlimited yeomanry. 

At the time of their incorporation, in 
1617, there were only one hundred and 
four apothecaries fhops within the city and 
fuburbs of London. In their hall are two 
elaboratories; one for chemical, and the 
other for Galenical preparations. The fund 
for each of thefe departments conftitutes a 
feparate ftock, which is divided into a num- 
ber of fhares, the proprietors of which muft 
be members of the company. No perfon is 
allowed. more than one fhare in each fund. 

The fund for the chemical department is 
called the elaboratory ftock; and that for 
the Galenical, the navy flock: the medicine 
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chefts for the navy being fupplied from the 
Galenical fide of the hall. The proprietors 
ef the navy flock alfo furnifh the medicine 
chefts for the Eaft India Company. Acom- 
mittee of managers, and a certain number 
of auditors to examine the accounts, are 
chofen annually, by ballot, for each depart~ 
ment. me, 

The company have a botanic garden at 
Chelfea, which was bequeathed to them by 
the late Sir Hans Sloane, on condition of 
their delivering to the Royal Society annu- 
ally, fifty {pecimens of plants, the growth of 
this garden, until the number fhould amount 
to two thoufand. A botanic lecture is occa- 
-fionally given here, by the company’s de- 
monftrator; and excurfions are frequently 
made into the country, to collect plants, or 
to dine together. 

When this company was incorporated, in 
1617, the admiflion fine was only 161. but 
their trade, as wholefale druggifts and che- 
mifts, has been fo lucrative, that the admif- 
fion fine (for they too can make bye-laws) is 
now raifed to 10ol. Their hall isin Water- 
lane, Blacktriars. 
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Pustic Hospirars, Dispensarizs, AND 
MepicaL Societies In Lonpon, 


St. BARTHOLOMEW’ Hospirat, in 
Smithfield, was founded by Henry VIII. in 
1539, and in 1729, being in a ruinous ftate, it 
was begun to be rebuilt by fub{cription, and 
now forms a handfome fquare, and has fpa- 
cious airy wards, for the reception of above 
four hundred patients, with a hall for the 
meetings of the governors, and apartments 
for the treafurer, {teward, apothecary, &c. 

Three phyficians, three furgeons, and 
three afliftant furgeons, attend this hofpital 
three days in the week. Thurfday is the 
day for taking in patients, and on Saturday 
all {uch operations are performed as have 
been determined on, and which admit of 
delay. The fee for a furgeon’s pupil is 
25 guineas for a year, and if allowed to drefs 
the patients, 50 guineas. A like fum of 2 
guineas, paid by a phyfician’s pupil, gives 
him the privilege of an unlimited attend- 
ance. A medical fociety, fimilar to that at 
Guy’s Hofpital, has lately been attempted 
here, but is not at prefent very flourifhing. 
The bedfteads are of iron. A governor 
pays 5ol, | 
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Sr. Txomas’s Hospirat, inthe Borough, 
was founded by Edward VI. in 1533. It 
is an irregular building, confifting of three 
{quare courts, built at different times, and 
contains nineteen wards, befides a chapel, a 
large hall, apartments for the different ofh- 
cers, &c. The wards are well ventilated, 
‘ and furnifhed with iron bedfteads for up- 
wards of four hundred and fixty patients. 
There is a theatre for anatomical lectures, 
and another for furgical operations. 

Three phyficians and three furgeons 
attend this hofpital three days a week. 
Thurfday is the day for taking in patients, 
and Friday the day on which the princi- 
pal operations are performed. The fee for 
furgeon’s pupil is 25]. for a year, and 5ol. 
for a dreffer. If the furgeon’s pupils go 
round with the phyficians, while prefcrib- 
ing, a further fee of 5 guineas and a half 
is taken of each. The furgeons, here, do 
not in general prefcribe medicines, even for 
their own patients. To become a governor, 
the payment is 5ol. : 

Guy’s Hosprrau, in the Borough, was 
founded in 1721, by Thomas Guy, a book- 
feller of London; it contains about four 


hundred and thirty beds, befides a ward 
for 
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-for luna‘ics ; a fpacious elaboratory and an 
excellent fet of baths have'alfo lately been 
erected, at a confiderable expence: the bed- 
fteads are of iron. 

hree phyficians and three furgeons at- 
tend the patients: the apothecary has apart- 
ments in the hofpital. 

The pupils for a year pay as at St. Tho- 
-mas s; patients are taken inon Wednefdays, 
and the operation days are Monday and 
Wednelday. 

Surgeon’s pupils, attending the praétice of 
the phyficians, and their clinical lectures, 
pay an extra fee of 10 guineas. 

The fee for perpetual: phyfician’s pupil, 
at either St. Thomas’s or Guy’s Hofpitals, 
is 2a], 

The furgeon’s pupils, entering for a year 
at either hofpital, are allowed to fee the 
practice of both, and may attend for two 
feafons. A governor of St Thomas’s Hof- 
pital, having paid sol. becomes alfo a 
governor of Guy’s, without further ex- 
pence. | 

THe WestmrnstrerR InrrrMary, in 
James-ttreet, inftituted in'1719, contains one 
hundred and ten beds, | 
| | Three 
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‘Three phyficians and three furgeons at- 
tend the patients. The apothecary refides 
in the houfe. ; 

The phyfician’s or furgeon’s pupils pay 
20 guineas each, for ayear. The taking in 
day is Wednefday, and the operation day 
Saturday. A governor’s fubfcription is 3 
guineas annually. 

St. Georce’s Hospirat, Hyde Park cor- 
ner, was opened for the reception of patients 
in 1734, and contains about two hundred 
and feventy beds; thofe governors, who are 
apothecaries, attend as vifiters, to fee that 
the houfe apothecary does his duty. 

This hofpital is attended by four phyfi- 
cians, four furgeons, and one affiftant fur- 
geon. An apothecary lives in the houfe. 

A phyfician’s pupil pays, for a year, 20 
guineas, and is perpetual for 24 guineas. A 
furgeon’s pupil pays 20 guineas for a year, 
and none are admitted as perpetual. 

Takingin day Wednefday, operation days 
Monday and Friday. A governor pays 5ol. 
or 5 guineas annually. 

Tue Lonpon HospiTAt, Mile-end Road, 
was inftituted in 1740, and incorporated in 
1758. It contains about one hundred and 
fixty beds. Such governors as practife 
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any branch of phyfic, form a committee, 
that meet once a month to infpect the me- 
dicines ufed in the hofpital. The bedfteads 
are of iron. 

This hofpital is attended by three phyfi- 
cians, three furgeons, three afliftant f{urgeons, 
and a houfe apothecary. 

The fee for furgeon’s pupil, for a year, is 
go guineas, phyfician’s pupil 20 guineas. 
The taking in day is Tuefday, the operation 
days are uncertain. A governor’s fub{crip- 
tion is 30 guineas for life, or 5 guineas for 
an annual governor. 

Tue Mippvesex HospirAt, at theend of 
Berner’s ftreet, for fick or lame patients, and 
lying-in women, was inftituted in 1745, and 
the prefent building erected in 1755. It 
contains about one hundred and fifty beds. 

It is attended by two phyficians, two phy- 
fician men-midwives, and four furgeons. 
There is a refident apothecary. 

The fees for phyfician’s or furgeon’s pu- 
pils are alike, being 20 guineas for a year- 
The taking in day is Tuefday, and the ope- 
ration day, Thurfday, weekly. 

- Alife governor pays jo guineas, an an- 
nual governor from 3 to 5 guineas. The 
lying-in women are attended at their own 
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houfes by midwives, and alfo by a phyfician, 
if needful. 

Betuiem HospirAt,in Moorfields, forlif 
natics, was founded by Edward VI. in 1533. 
The prefent building was ereéted in 1676. 
It will contain about three hundred pa- 
tients, one hundred of whom are incurables, 
Patients who have not been infane more than 
twelve months, are admitted and allowed 
to continue for one year, when they are dif 
charged, but are readmitted, in their turn, 
as incurables. Patients who have been mad 
a longer time, or who have been difcharged 
‘uncured from any other lunatic-hofpital, 
are admitted in the month of April, and al- 
lowed to remain here for fix months. The 
patients friends pay for their bedding. A 
committee of governors meet every Satur- 
day for admiflion of patients. 

One phy fician, one furgeon, and one apo- 
thecary belong to this eftablifhment.. Fib 
ty pounds conilitute a governor. | 

--Tue Locx Hosrirau, near Hyde Park, 
inftituted in 1747, for cure of the venereal 
difeafe, contains about forty beds, and is at 
tended by one phyfician and two furgeons. 
Vihiting pupils pay 20 guineas per annum. 
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One houfe pupil is taken, who pays 50 
guineas for a year. Patients are admitted 
on Thurfdays. A governor’s fubfcription 
is 5 guineas per annum, or 50 guineas for 
life. The bedfleads have not any curtains 
or tops, but are of wood. 

Tue Britiso Lyinc-tn Hospital, in 
Brownlow-ftreet, was inflituted in 1749, for 
the reception of poor married women only ; 
and is attended by two phyticians, two con- 
fulting phy ficians, two furgeons, and an apo- 
thecary. 

‘Tue Ciry or Lonpon Lyinc-in Hos- 
PITAL was inftituted in 1750; but the go- 
vernors have fome years fince erected a 
handfome building in the City Road. 

It is attended by one phyfician, two phy- 
fician men-midwives, two furgeons, and an 
apothecary. 

Sr.Luxe’s Hospital, for lunatics, erected 
in 1751, contains one hundred and ten beds, 
eighty of which are for the accommodation 
of patients whofe infanity is of a recent 
date, and who are treated medicinally, un- 
der the direétion of the phyfician, for the 
{pace of one year, if they remain fo long 
uncured. They are then difcharged, to be 
readmitted in their turn amongft the incur- 
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able patients, for whofe ufe the other thirty 
beds are fet apart. 

A committee of governors meet every 
Friday to admit patients. The patients are 
taken in without any expence, and accord- 
ing to the order of time inwhich the petitions 
of their friends have been delivered to thefe- 
cretary. Anew building, in Old-flreet Road, 
which will contain three hundred patients, 
was fome years fince erected. This hofpi- 
tal is attended by one phylician, one fur- 
geon, and a refident apothecary. The bed- 
{teads are of wood. Twenty guineas make 
a governor for life. The bond of two fub- 
flamtial houfekeepers in 1ool. to take the 
patient away when difcharged by the com- 
mittee, is required by their laws. 

WESTMINSTER New Lyine-1n Hospt- 
TAL, Surry fide of the Bridge, was erected in 
1765, and is attended by three stele 
and one furgeon.* 

Tue SMALu-Pox HosPira was iisftivated 
by fub{cription in 1746, not only for relief 
of patients in the fmall-pox, but likewife 
for extending the practice of inoculation, 
and did confift of two houfes at Pancras 

and in Cold-bath Fields, in the firft of 
which the Sania were prepared for ino- 
culation, 
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culation, and fent to the other when the dif. 
eafe appeared ; but the houfe in Cold-bath 
Fields is now given up, and a building 
erected adjoining the other at Pancras: both 
together will contain two hundred patients. 

One phyfician attends this hofpital, and 
there 1s a refident apothecary. 

Patients are admitted every day from 
nine till eleven o’clock. 

Thirty guineas make a life governor, and 
5 guineas an annual governor. The bed- 
{fteads are all iron, and fome of an ufeful, 
conftruction for raifing patients up in their 
beds, without the aid of bed-chairs. The 
phyfician, Dr. Woodville, has lately pu- 
blifhed a Hiftory of Inoculation. 

Tue Misericorptia, or Hofpital for cure 
of indigent perfons afflicted with the vene- 
real difeafe, near Goodman’s Fields, was in- 
- flituted in 1774, and is attended by a phyfi- 
cian and two furgeons. 

THe New Genera Lyine-1n Hospt- 
TAL, in Store-ftreet, for the reception of fe- 
males, is attended by midwives and the pu- 
pils of Drs. Ofborn and Clarke. 

Tue Dispensary, for adminiftering me- 
dicines, &c, to the Infant-poor, in{lituted in 
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1760, is attended by two phyficians and one 
furgeon. 

Tue Cuariry, for delivering poor mar- 
ried women at their own houfes, was infli- 
tuted in 1760: the duties are fulfilled by 
three phyficians. The treafurer, who dif- 
penfes the medicines, is a druggift. 

Tur GenerAL Dispensary, Alderfgate- 
ftreet, was inftituted in 1770. This, as well 
as the other difpenfaries, is attended by one 
or more phyficians, and one or more fur- 
geons, at the difpenfary-houfe, about three 
times a week, to prefcribe to fuch poor as 
bring a letter from a governor ; and fuch as 
are confined, are vifited at their own houfes. 
An apothecary refides in the houfe of each 
difpenfary. A governor fubfcribes one gui- 
nea annually, or 10 guineas paid at once 
make a governor for life. 

Some of the others have an eftablifhment 
for attending midwifery patients at their 
own houles. | 

Tue WeEsTMINSTER DISPENSARY, -1N 
Gerrard-fireet, was inflituted in 1774. 

Tue GENERAL MepicaL ASYLUM, in 
Welbeck-ftreet, was inftituted in 1776. | 

Tue Lonvon Dispensary, in Norton 
Falgate, was inflituted in 1778. 
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Tue Surry DisPensARY, in Southwark, 
was inflituted in 1778. 

Tue Mippiesex DIsrENSARY, In 
Houndfditch, was inftituted in 1778. 

Tue Dispensary, for general inocula- 
tion, was inftituted in 1777. | 

Tue Finspury Dispensary, in Clerken- 
well, was inflituted 1780. 

Tue Eastern Dispensary, in White- 
chapel, was inftituted in 178e. 

Tue BENEVOLENT INsTiTUTION, for de- 
livering poor married women at their own 
habitations, was inflituted in 1779. 

Tue Rovat HuMANE SOCIETY Was in- 
ftituted in 1774, in imitation of one efta- 
blifhed in 1767, at Amfterdam. The inten- 
tion is to inform the country of the bei 
methods of reftoring fufpended life, from 
drowning or other caufes, and to f{timulate 
to long exertion in thofe cafes. Four gui- 
neas are given whenever life has been reftor- 
ed; and frequently a filver medal, with ap- 
propriate motto, is voted to the medical al- 
fiftant, who attended the patient; with one 
of which I fome years ago was honoured. 
Two guineas are alfo given to the perions 
who have been active in attempting to re- 
ftore life, though unfuccefsful, provided the 

EK 4 mode 


Be 1° Mey Gas 

mode of treatment prefcribed by the focie- 
ty has been perfevered in for, two hours. 
Medical practitioners are appointed afliftants 
in different parts, in and near London, to be 
called to accidents in their neighbourhood, 
and receiving houfes are appointed, and 
drags are depofited in feveral places adjoin- 
ing the river; books of the treatment which 
the fociety recommend to be ufed in cafes of 
fufpention of life, from drowning or other 
caufes, may be had gratis of Dr. Hawes, the 
Treafurer. 

A Society was lately formed, for fup- 
plying the ruptured poor with truffles gratis. 
The fociety flate, that including every age, 
fex, and condition, not lefs than one in 
twenty are ruptured. The ufefulnefs of 
fuch an inftitution cannot be doubted. 
Sub{criptions are received at Vere and Co’s 
Bankers, No. 77, Lombard ftreet. 

A Society has lately been eftablifhed, 
and is now in a profperous ftate, for the re- 
lief of the widows of medical men, on a 
plan fomewhat fimilar to thofe formed in 
Scotland, 
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SOCIETIES FOR IMPROVEMENT oF Mepi- 
CAL KNOWLEDGE. 


Tue Lonnon Meptcar Society, now 
held in Bolt-court, Fleet-ftreet, was inftitut- 
ed in 1773. The meetings are held every 
Monday evening, for medical converfa- 
tion, and reading fuch papers as are fent 
in for that purpofe. The fociety has ge- 
nerally publifhed a volume, annually, of 
fuch papers as have been thought moft de- 
ferving the attention of the world. 

The fociety has a public mecting on the 
8th of March, every year, when a gold me- 
dal, value ten guineas, is given to the au- 
thor of the beft diflertation on a fabject 
propofed by the fociety, to which the learn- 
ed of all countries are invited as candidates. 
Two filver medals are alfo annually difpof- 
ed of, one for the beft effay or eflays, read 
before the fociety during the year, written 
by a fellow; and the other for the bef ef- 
fay or eflays by a correfponding member, 
or by any perfon not a member of the foci- 
ety. After the medals have been publicly 
delivered to fuch gentlemen, whofe papers 
the council has adjudged to deferve them, 
an oration, on fome fubject connected with 
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the healing art, is then delivered by fuch 
fellow of the fociety as may have been 
chofen for that purpofe at the preceding 
anniverfary; after which the’ fociety dine 
together. 

The gold medal for the year 1797 was of- 
fered to the author of the beft practical dif- 
{ertation on any one or more difeafes, not 
cenerally known, peculiar to artificers in 
any branch of manufactures. 

The gold medal for 1798, will be adjudg- 
ed to the author of the beft experimental 
eflay upon the medical properties of char- 
coal. 

The gold medal for 1799 will be adjudg- 
ed to the author of the beft differtation on 
the following queftion: ‘ What are the ef- 
feéts of the different gafeous fluids, upon 
expofed furtaces of the animal body 1 in a 

ftate of health and difeafe?” It is defired 
that every anfwer may, as far as poflible, be 
founded on actual er DOR ESIS; or well-au- 
thenticated facts. 

RecuLations. — 1ft. Each differtation 
fhall be delivered to the fecretary, in the 
Latin, Englifh, or French language, on or be- 
fore the 1{t day of November, of the pre-’ 
ceding year; and the adjudication of the 
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medal fhall take place in the laft week of the 
enfuing February. | 

ed. With each differtation fhall be deli- 
vered a fealed packet, with fome motto or 
device on the outfide, correfponding with 
one on the diflertation, and infide the letter 
the author’s name and defignation mult be 
wrote, that the fociety may know how to 
addrefs the fuccefsful candidate. 

3d. No paper, with the name of the au- 
thor affixed, can be received; and if the au- 
thor of any paper fhall difcover himfelf to 
the council, or to any member thereof, fuch 
paper fhall be excluded from all competition 
for the medal. 

4th. All the differtations, the fuccefsful 
one excepted, fhall be returned, if defired, 
with the fealed packets unopened. 

N.B. No paper having been received be- 
fore November latt, for the medal of 1797, 
two gold medals will be difpofed of this 
year, provided fatisfactory papers fhould be 
fent to the fociety. 

Dr. J. C. Lettfom has been a great bene-— 
factor to this fociety: a fpacious freehold 
houfe, fitted up for the purpofe; a fum of . 
money in thefunds, the intereft of which pro- 
vides the annual gold medal; repeated dona- 
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tions of books, and money towards eftablifh- 
ing the library, are all donations from that 
gentleman; and clearly fhew the great inte- 
reft which he has taken in this inflitution. 
By thefe and other benefactions, the fociety 
are likely foon to have one of the beft me- 
dical libraries in England. 

Every candidate for admiflion as a fellow, 
muft be recommended by three or more 
fellows, on their perfonal knowledge ; this 
recommendation, containing the defcrip- 
tion, place of abode, &c. muft he delivered 
to one of the fecretaries or regifter, and firft 
read in the council, that they may be fatif- 
fied the perfon recommended has been in- 
formed of the regulations of the fociety, and 
is eligible according to its flatutes. It is 
then to be read at the enfuing meeting of | 
the fociety, and hung up in the common 
meeting room for fix fucceeding ordinary 
meetings; and on the laft of thefe meetings, 
the vote is taken by ballot, if nat lefs than 
eight fellows are prefent, and if three-fourths 
of the fellows prefent ballot in favour of the 
candidate, he is declared duly elected ; after 
which he pays an admiflion fine of 2 gul- 
neas, and fub{cribes to obferve the ftatutes, 
and pay an annual contribution of 1 guinea. 

The 
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The ballot is taken with balls, and a tin box, 
marked yesand no. ‘The fociety have both 
honorary and correfponding members in 
almoft every part of the world. 

Tue Puysicat Socirty of Guy’s Hofpi- 
tal,is an inftitution from which practitioners, 
as wellas {tudents, derive much information. 
_ The meetings are held every Saturday even- 
ing, from the ift of OGober to the laft of 
May. 

The bufinefs is conduéted in the follow- 
ing manner: at feven o'clock the names of 
the ordinary members are called over; vifit- 
ers declared by the prefident ; the public mi- 
nutes of the preceding meeting read ; medical 
news enquired for; and the remarks which 
may be fuggefted in confequence thereof. 
This to be concluded at eight o'clock. 
The differtation, which each ordinary mem- 
ber is obliged to produce, on fome medical, 
chirurgical, or philofophical fubjeCt in his 
turn, having been read over by the author 
on a former night, is then read by the prefi- 
dent, paufing at each fentence, to give liberty 
to objections or obfervations from any one 
prefent, and to the reply of the author, who 
muft attend to defend his paper. This dif- 
cuffion is continued till half paft nine, when, 
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if the paperisnot gone through, the difcuffion 
is refumed the following night of meeting. 
‘The public bufinefs clofing at half paft nine 
o’clock, the weekly fubfcription 1s then col- 
leGted, which is only 6d. and this, with the 
admiflion fines, after defraying the neceflary 
expences of the fociety, is laid out in medi- 
cal, chirurgical, and philofophical books for 
the ufe of the members; but no book 1s lent 
out of the library, without its full value be- 
ing depofited with the librarian; and any 
member, keeping a book longer than the 
time allowed, forfeits 6d. for each day he fo 
keeps it, and alfo the money depofited, or 
replaces the book with one of equal value, 
in cafe it is loft or injured: a very neceflary 
regulation this, for all focieties, who intend 
to preferve their libraries. It was lately 
agreed to invelt this library in the hands of 
the fix prefidents (chofen annually to pre- 
fide in turn) in truft for the fociety. ‘The 
London Medical Society have alfo appoint- 
ed feven truftees, in whom to inveit their 
library, &c. a neceflary precaution for all 
focieties not eftablifhed by a charter. 

Tue Lycuem Mrepicum LONDINENSE, 
formerly held at Dr. Hunter’s lecture room, 
Leicefter-fquare, and nowat Drs, Cruikfhank 
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and Baiullie’s, is a fimilar inftitution, where 
differtations are produced by the members 
in turn, for public difcuflion; and where 
the furplus money is laid out in providing a 
library. Every one muft admit the great 
advantage of {uch inflitutions, where the 
prevailing difeafes are generally the fubjects 
of medical news, and where a paper is read 
every night of meeting, on fome fubjeét of 
medicine, furgery, midwifery, or philofo- 
phy, where every one prefent has free 
{cope for difplaying his talents, in confirm- 
ing or refuting the doctrines of the author, 
in free debate, regulated, fo as to be ufeful, 
by the prefident for the evening. When I 
laft wrote a paper for the difcuffion of this 
fociety, it was held at Dr. Hunter’s, and 
very well attended. Why its meetings have 
been lately difcontinued, and what have be- 
come of its library and other property, de- 
ferve to be feriouily enquired into; for 
thofe, whofe admiffion fines and fubfcrip- 
tions laid its foundation, or promoted. its 
profperity, have a right either to be fum- 
moned to meet as ufual, to have the library, 
&c. given up, that it may be again eftablith- 
ed on an equally ufeful plan elfewhere; or 
to have fome fatisfactory account from thofe 
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who at prefent hold the property, refpeCting 
their intentions. 

There was formerly a fociety, well at- 
tended, fimilar to the preceding, at Mr. 
Shelden’s anatomical theatre; but when that 
gentleman declined to lecture, the fociety 
fuffered, and was kept fome time from de- 
cay, by the voluntary fubfcription of a few 
members, who met at a tavern weekly; but 
who at length broke up, and divided the 
hbrary; amongft which number, myfelf, be- 
ing then a ftudent, was one. 

There are feveral other aflociations of 
medical practitioners, of a private nature, 
who meet occafionally at a tavern, as the 
licentiates of the College of Phyficians. 
Some of thefe have publifhed periodically, 
as the Society for the Improvement of Me- 
dical Knowledge, which is held once a fort- 
night at Old Slaughter’s Coffee-houfe. 

Befides the lectures on anatomy, furgery, 
practice of phyfic, midwifery, chemittry, 
&c. delivered by the phyficians and furge- 
ons of the feveral hofpitals, there are other 
gentlemen, of great refpectability, in Lon- 
don, who give public lectures on anatomy, 
furgery, chemultry, philofophy, botany, &c. 
The lectures, except on botany, generally 
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commence the beginning of Odtober, and 
end in May, during which period two 
courfes are given. For each courfe of lec- 
tures pupils ufually pay about 3 guineas; 
and for 8 or 10 guineas, may be confidered 
entitled to an unlimited attendance. The 
pupils, attending lectures on anatomy, ufu- 
ally ftudy practical anatomy at the fame 
time, for which further fees are paid, fimilar 
to the lectures, of about 9 guineas each 
courfe, or from 8 to 12 guineas for a perpe- 
tual pupil; befides which, other expences 
muft occur in attending prattical anatomy: 
and to the fums to be paid for attending the 
practice of any hofpital, the reader muft 
add the fees expected by the different off- 
cers, &c. 

Tue British Museum and the Roya 
Society, though objects of national gran- 
deur and utility, I forbear to mention in de- 
tail; butthe Mufeum of the late Dr. Hunter 
was collected and prepared with fuch affidu- 
ity and expence ; and from the preparations 
of difeafes, and the {pecimens of human and 
comparative anatomy which it contains, 1s fo 
well calculated to become of ufe to the pro- 
feffion and the public, that it would be a 
difgrace to the nation, to fuffer a collection, 
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io conducive to its honour, to be removed 
from England; but if purchafed by the na- 
tion, and given to the corporation of fur- 
geons, it fhould be under fuch regulations, as 
to afford free accefs to all the profeflors of the 
healing art, whether natives or foreigners; 
which would make England refpectable in 
the eyes of foreign {ftudents, and become of 
ereat national utility. But to be of advan- 
tage, all monopoly mutt be entirely rejected; 
for if, like the fanctum fanétorum of old, it 
{hould only be viewed by the chofen few, 
it will reflect difgrace, rather than honour, 
on the nation, and its public ufefulnefs be 
wholly done away.. 

_ To thofe who can be gratified by a gene- 
ral difplay of the animal and mineral king- 
doms, with many vegetable productions, and 
curious works of art, the Leverran Mv- 
szuM, over Blacktmiar’s Bridge, will afford 
much fatisfaction; and may at any time be 
viewed for the {mall fum of one fhilling; or, 
for one guinea, admittance is obtained for 
three months. 

I have given the regulations audee which 
the healing art now is, or lately has been 
practifed, in the feveral countries with 
which we are be{t acquainted; and alfo thofe 
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which have been adopted at feveral periods 
inour own country: I now proceed to com- 
ment on the latter, and to offer fuch obferv- 
ations as I truft may prove ufeful, fhould the 
legiflature undertake to regulate the prac- 
tice on a general and liberal plan, fo as ef- 
fectually to benefit both the public and the 
profeffion; and fuch a regulation only I 
would wifh to promote. 

Tue Puysicran.—In the Royal College 
of Phyficians of London, the fellows take 
the whole management of the pecuniary, as 
well as all the other, concerns of the college, 
and make fuch bye-laws as they at any time 
think proper ; fo that the licentiates, though 
more than twice the number of the fellows, 
have nothing to do with the laws but to obey 
them, and when they dare to refort to a 
court of law for redrefs, (as is the cafe with 
Dr. Stanger at this time, in the King’s Bench), 
the fined: which their admiffion fines Hive 
in a great meafure furnifhed, is expended in 
keeping them from being examined for the 
rank of fellows; nor are they admitted, un- 
lefs through a private invitation, to partake 
of the dinner provided annually at the col- 
lege. That a body of men, fo learned, and 
fo id sees of underftanding their rights as 
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the licentiates, fhould fo long have endea- 
voured in vain to affift in making the laws 
by which they are governed, and to have a 
vote in the difpofal of the property of the 
college, muft excite wonder in all minds — 
not warped by prejudice. The extra licen- 
tiates, both in and out of England, who have 
been examined by the college, are only 
about twenty- -three in number, and cannot 
practife in, or within feven miles of, the 
metropolis. 

In London, the ufual fee for attending a 
patient is one guinea every fecond vifit, and 
half a guinea, if the doctor 1s confulted at 
home. But in the country, when long attend- 
ance is required, fome phy ficians ogee adopt: 
ed different modes, as a weekly fee adapted 
to the circumftances of their patient. 

ProposeD Recuiations.—As the lives 
of perfons, throughout the country, are 
alike deferving the attention of the legif- 
lature, it would appear reafonable to expeti, 
that every perfon praétifing, in whatever 
part of the kingdom, fhould be equally 

obliged to qualify himfelf for fo important 
a aa and give proof of having done this, 
by oritie to an examination; and that: 
a fevere penalty fhould be inflicted on all 
ae 
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who attempt to practife without fuch pre- 
vious qualifications. 
‘With refpeé to the prefent divifion, into 
phyfician, furgeon, apothecary, and man- 
midwife, under which the profeffion is prac- 
tifed, whether it is either neceflary or ufeful, 
demands to be confidered; for as the fame 
complicated machine is the objeét to be re- 
lieved by either, the laws and economy of 
‘which form the enquiry of all; and nature 
having frequently fo mixed difeafes, that to 
form atrue judgment, and afford the neceffa- 
ry afliftance, all parts of the profeffion fhould 
be equally underftood, it would appear, 
that to qualify for, and practife the whole, 
under the name of Doctor of Phy‘fic, (or ra- 
_ ther Doctor of Health,) asis done in Scotland 
and America, would be attended with much 
advantage to the public. Should each per- 
fon qualify to practice in all the depart- 
ments of the profeflion, {mall fees fhould 
then be taken, as 5s. or 10s. 6d. each vilit, 
with extra fees for all the larger operations ; 
and all medicines prefcribed, might be fur- 
nifhed free of further expence, from the 
doctor’s own houfe. The motto, ‘ pay me 
while in pain,’ fhould ever be had in view, 
in the practice of the healing art; and it 
Rg fhould 
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fhould always be underftood, that the fee is 
for advice or affiftance, not medicines; but 
as remedies may occafionally be wanted, 
which have formerly been prefcribed, with- 
out further advice, to obviate any difficulty 
from this circumftance, a certain and {mall 
ready-money price might be affixed on 
each kind of medicine, when fent for without 
a confultation. 

When confulted at home, half the ufual 
fee only might be taken; and when the 
diftance was above one mile; one fhilling or 
-more, for each mile afterwards, fhould be 
_ added to the ufual fee. Though all doctors 

might not become, even by practice, fufh- 
ciently dexterous in perfoming the more 
dangerous operations, this would be no con- 
fiderable objection ; for, when each had, by a 
general education, become acquainted with 
every department of the profeffion, particu- 
lar abilities would fill find their level, and 
each would be employed to prefcribe, or 
operate, as inclination might lead, or the 
public opinion fhould obtain in his favour. 

Should the practice be thus regulated, 
each doctor fhould have at leaft two pupils, 
one of whom fhould be employed, in the 
fhop or elaboratory, during the firft period 

of 


Oe | 

of his apprenticefhip ; fuppofe three years’: 
when, always refigning this employ to a ju- 
nior, the remaining three years (fix being 
the term) fhould be entirely devoted to 
{tudy and attention to difeafes, under the 
immediate care of the principal, who fhould 
be expected, not only to inftruct his pupil 
in the theory of botany, chemiftry, pharma- 
cy, anatomy, furgery, and midwifery, and 
to furnifh him with books on thefe and 
Other fubjects conneéted with the heal- 
ing art; but alfo to make him practically ac- 
quainted with all thofe fubjects, under his 
own immediate infpection. A youth, in- 
tended for the profeffion, might, before in- 
dented, be examined by the practitioners of 
the county hofpital where he fhould refide ; 
or the college, if in London, as to his fitnefs 
for the profeflion; when, on being allowed, 
he might ferve from the age of fifteen to 
twenty-one; after which he fhould be oblig- 
ed to attend the county hofpital, (if in the 
country), where every department of the 
profeffion fhould be taught and practifed, 
for at leaft one year, and pafs an examina- 
tion; and a like period in an hofpital of the 
metropolis, or fome Englifh or foreign unt- 
verfity, where both theory and practice were 
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taught: when, on pafling a fecond examin- 
ation, a licence or diploma fhould be given; 
and no one fhould be fuffered to practife, 
without fuch previous qualifications, in any 
part of the kingdom, under a fevere penalty, 
half to the informer. 

When it 1s confidered how many, who re- 
quire a phyfician, can but ill afford a guinea, 
and how expenfive an ilinefs becomes with 
phyfician and apothecary, the latter having 
no requital for his attendance, but in the 
quantity of medicines he may fend in; that 
the perfon, who has been made practically 
acquainted with pharmacy, and who, by 
having been ufed to operate on the human 
body, can bleed his patient, flay the hemor- — 
rhage from a divided artery, reduce a frac- 
ture or diflocation, or aflift in the danger- 
ous cafes of childbirth, can alone be ufeful 
in the feveral cafualties to which his patient 
is liable, (all of which every practitioner 
{hould certainly underftand): when, I fay, 
thefe and other confiderations, which will 
hereafter be noticed, are duly weighed, 
the idea of mixing the profeffion, as nature 
has frequently mixed difeafes, will, to the 
candid, appear neither wild nor vifionary. 
The profeflion, however, being at prefent 
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divided in the metropolis ‘and ‘the larger 
_ towns, I fhall confider each divifion fepa- 
rately, though I am inclined to think the 
plan of general education and general prac- 
tice would be the beft, both for the public 
and the profeffion, throughout all parts of 
the country. 

_ The phyfician then, provided botany, 
pharmacy, and chemiftry were not only the- 
oretically, but alfo practically. purfued dur- 
ing his ftudies, and he were alfo well accuf- 
tomed to operate on brutes and the human 
body, might practife, as at prefent, for mode- 
rate fees, under advantages hereafter to be 
mentioned : it, however, deferves to be con- 
fidered, whether his prefcriptions fhould 
not be written in Englifh, and the quantities 
wrote at length, inftead of being marked in 
characters fo nearly refembling each other 
as to have given rife to fatal miftakes; but 
if myftery muft {till be kept up in recipes, 
it yet would appear that the quantities be- 
ing expreffed in a lefs ambiguous manner, 
and the direction for taking or ufing the re- 
medy, which, at any rate, the patient or his 
friends muft know, being. wrote in plain 
Englifh, cannot be objected ta by the great- 
eft advocates for fecrefy. Indeed the latter 
| is 
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is now done in common by one or more 
phyficians of great refpectability in this 
city. 

SuRGEON.—The Corporation of Surgeons, 
like the College of Phyficians, is managed by 
a few perfons, the matter, wardens, and court 
of afliftants, twenty-one only, who claim the 
wholecommanda. of the revenue, and otheraf- 
fairs of the company; the town furgeons, who 
pay about 28]. on obtaining what is called 
the grand diploma after examination, (from 
three to four hundred in number), having no 
more to do with the direction of the com- 
pany s funds, or the conferring of its honours 
than their own beadle. Indeed, if a member 
attends the annual dinner, by paying 15s. 
he may have the honour of tafting their ve- 
nifon, and. drinking the health of his gover- 
nors, the mafter, wardens, and court of af- 
fiftants. When, however, a quarterly con- 
_ tribution, or a demonftrator to the anato- 
mical le¢ture over a criminal, is wanted, he 
is then confidered qualified in his turn, 
though not to vote in making the laws by 
which he is to be governed, or even for thofe 
who make them. 

ProposeD ReGuLations.—As the ftu- 
dies of the phyfician and furgeon generally 
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are, and always ought to be, dire&ed to the 
fame end, and difeafes frequently are com- 
plicated, I fee no reafon why a perfon, who 
has qualified and been examined for either, 
{hould not be at liberty to practife in either 
or both, as occafion may require or himfelf 
may prefer; and when we know how often 
the patient, and even the practitioner, is 
unable to clafs the difeafe to either feparate- 
ly, and the difficulty and expence of em- 
ploying both, with the addition of an apo- 
thecary ; Iam of opinion that combining the 
two, as before fuggefted, would be attended 
with many advantages. But if they muft be 
confidered feparate profeffions, let thofe 
who are able draw the line clearly, and 
each be expected to qualify for his own; 
furnifhing each the remedies he prefcribes, 
or fending all prefcriptions to the apotheca- 
ry, as the law fhall order. In cafe the fur- 
geon fhall be allowed to fend his own me- 
dicines, botany, chemiltry, and pharmacy, 
fhould be practically ftudied. Indeed fuch 
knowledge being indifpenfable to all who 
pre{cribe, fhews the propriety of general edu- 
cation and general practice; for, whothat has 
{pent any time ina fhop, does not know that 
recipes are fometimes wrote both by the phy- 
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fician and furgeon, which would not have 
been, hada practical knowledge of pharmacy 
formed, as it ought to have done, a part of all 
medical and chirurgical education. The fur- 
eon then, like the phyfician, fhould be exa- 
mined as to his fitnefs for the profeffion, be- 
fore he was articled, being not younger than 
fifteen years. He then, if approved, might 
ferve fix years, as before flated, not to make 
medicines only, but alfo to ftudy difeafes, 
and every part of f{cience connected with 
' the healing art, for the firft three years. He 
then fhould practically mature the theory 
he had attained, under the eye of his in- 
{lructor, for the remainder of the term; af- 
ter which he fhould attend a county hofpi- 
tal, and an Englifh, or foreign college, for 
at leaft one year each, and be examined be- 
fore allowed to quit either ; after which, on 
obtaining a diploma, he might be allowed 
to begin practice on his own account. But, 
without fuch previous qualifications and ex- 
aminations, no one fhould be allowed to pre- 
{cribe or operate throughout the kingdom, 
under fevere penalty, one half to the in- 
former. That a youth, who has paffed only 
for a furgeon’s mate, after a flight examina- 
tion, fhould have the power to fettle in Lon- 
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don, and have.all the privileges of a town 
furgeon, whofe examination has been ftrict, 
and who has paid a fine of 281. is a hardfhip 
which calls for a remedy. If thofe, who have 
ferved in the army or navy, are to have re- 
compence, let it be fuch as not to interfere 
with the rights of individuals, or to injure. 
the public: to be allowed to attend gratis, to 
qualify for a diploma, or a {mall pecuniary 
allowance, might an{wer the purpofe, with- 
out public injury. 

APOTHECARY.—The public abufes of 
this company far exceed any thing noticed 
in the other two; for, befides the bye-laws 
which a few of thefe gentlemen make, to fa- 
vour them{felves and bind the majority, in- 
{tead of guarding the public againft quacks 
and pretenders, who have had no means of 
becoming acquainted with the profeffion, 
they have, on the contrary, become whole- 
fale druggifts and chemifts themfelves, and 
their monopoly, as a trading company, and 
exceffive profits, have tempted many of the 
wholefale druggifts to become of their bo- 
dy ; but any perfon, who has not even ferv- 
ed a few years toa druggift, may begin in 
any part of the nation, to practife as an 
apothecary, and may prey on the lives of . 
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_ dhe people with impunity, provided he does 
_ not interfere with the lucrative monopoly, 
which the credit of a charter has given to 
thiscompany. Indeed, the trade of late has 
afforded fuch advantages from the navy and 
army, the former of which are obliged to 
deal with them only, that the man-trap, of 
tool. admiffion fine, is now fet to deter in- 
truders.; though all now admitted are on- 
ly fuffered. to partake of the fweets gradu- 
ally, and in fuch portions as their mafters 
think needful and falutary. 

That thefe gentlemen, after becoming 
themfelves the largeft wholefale druggifts 
and chemifts in the kingdom, fhould conti- 
nue to enjoy the right, by law, to vifit the 
fhops of all apothecaries, druggifts, and che- 
mifts,1n or near London, in company with 
two phy ficians,whenever they may think pro- 
per, and have the power to deftroy all drugs, 
&c, which they, in their wifdom, may not 
approve; and thofe refifting fearch, being 
hable to 10l. penalty, fhew, beyond con- 
troverfy,.that the profeflion wants legiflative 
interference. If wifdom or profit is to be 
fubjected to monopoly, it flould be only 
for the public advantage, and not to enrich 
a few individuals, who leave difeafes to the 
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care of any pretender, provided they are 
fuffered to eat their venifon, and {ail in their 
gilded barge without interruption; in which 
their extravagant profits enable them often 
toindulge. That their profits are enormous: 
will not be doubted, when it is known, 
that many of their members, who are all 
ferved thirty-five per cent. cheaper than 
other apothecaries, fhould ftill find it to 
their intereft to purchafe many of their ar- 
ticles, both drugs and chemicals, at another 
market; which I know to be the cafe. 
Prorosep RecuLtations.—The apothe- 
cary then, fhould either be obliged, like the 
phyfician and furgeon, to obtain a regular 
education in every department of the heal- 
ing art,-including chemiftry, botany, and 
pharmacy, by ferving a regular apprentice- 
fhip, (being firft examined as to his fitnefs - 
for the profeffion, like the others) of fix 
years; half {pent in a fhop or elaboratory, 
and the remainder in ftudy and attendance 
on the fick, under a proper inftructor ; after 
which he fhould attend a county hofpital, 
where both theory and practice are fuppof- 
ed to be taught, for at leaft one year; and the 
like period in a public college or hofpital in 
England or elfewhere ; and after paffing an 
1 €xamination, 
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examination, and obtaining a certificate on 
quitting each, fhould then be allowed to 
practife in any part of England. 

In this cafe, the apothecary, having obtains 
ed an education equal to a phyfician, fhould 
be entitled to a fee every attendance, with 
pay for his medicines only, when a confult- 
ation fhould not be required; and which 
charge fhould of courfe be much lefs than at 
Sie when advice is not paid for. Should 
it be obferved, that I am defcribing the apo- 
thecary exactly like the phyfician; I anfwer, 
if he fhall continue to prefcribe, I do not wifh 
to defcribe him otherwife ; as in that cafe I 
think it indifpenfable that he fhould, con- 
formable to the former motto, ‘ pay me while 
in pain,’ receive a fee of fome magnitude 
each vifit ; and that he fhould, to practife in 
any part of England, not onlypurfue the regu- 
lar mode of education, before laid down, but 
alfo give proof of his ability for fo importanta 
truft, by undergoing one or more examina- 
tions. Were all who prefcribe, thus qualified, 
aperfon, in fending foran apothecary, would 
be fure of meeting with a man of talents; and. 
furely thofe who are generally firftconfulted, 
even by families of opulence, and perhaps 
in the only flage of the difeafe, where any 

thing 


(382) 

thing can be done to fave life, fhould have 
qualifications adequate to the tafk; or that 
many muift fuffer the lofs of their deareft 
relatives and friends, no one will hefitate to 
allow. ‘The apothecary, in this cafe, receiv- 
ing an adequate fee for his attendance, 
would fend his medicines in the leaft bulky 
and leaft naufeous form ; and inftead of be- 
ing qualified to perfuade his patient to take, 
and to fend him bolufes, drops, powders, 
and flops, as at prefent, a quart of diluted 
hydrogene or oxygene gas, for his patient 
to breathe, or a few grains of antimonial 
powder for him to take in jelly, or of calo- 
mel or emetic tartar to rub into the furface 
of the body, would equally procure him a. 
fee for his attendance, and relieve his patient 
from the difgufling neceflity of {wallowing 
the contents of fome dozens of phials, on 
each flight indifpofition; with which, how- 
ever, he muft at prefent comply, or elfe his 
apothecary, perhaps a man of worth and ta- 
lents, muft live diftreffed, and at his death, 
leave a family for the bounty of fome public 
charity, or friend to provide; after their fa- 
ther had, in an anxious and arduous employ, 
probably facrificed his life for the public ad- 
vantage. Some author has faid, 
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God and the doétor you alike adore, 
Juft on the brink of ruin, not belore ; 
When you get well, they’re both alike requited, 
God is forgotten and the doétor flighted. 
Any one who knew how often this hap- 
pens, would not hefitate to allow every one 
who has {pent his time and fortune in qua- 
lifying for the profeflion, to take a fee while 
his fervices are frefh in memory: the liberal 
will requite every one; the felfifh fhould be 
obliged to do fo, while their intereft requires 
it to be done. 7 
As the apothecary defcribed above would 
very properly deferve to be confidered as 
a phyfician, although he fhould keep a fhop 
or elaboratory, if it is thought better that 
the phyfician and furgeon, or both under 
one title, as Doctor of Health, only fhould 
be allowed to prefcribe, I fee no objection 
to the regulation. In this cafe, the apothe- 
cary would be, with the difference hereafter 
to be propofed, what the druggift or che- 
mift is now. The only education which 
would then be abfolutely neceffary to the 
apothecary, would be to have ferved a regu- 
lar apprenticefhip in a fhop and elaboratory; 
to have an adequate knowledge of drugs; 
and to have been made well acquainted 
with both the theory and praétice of bota- 
1 ny, 
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ny, chemiftry, and pharmacy ; to afcertain 
which, an examination might be undergone 
before he was allowed to begin bufinefs. 
If the apothecary fhould be thus placed, all 
pre{criptions, wrote by the phyfician or fur- 
geon, fhould be made only by him: befides 
which, he fhould apply eleétricity ; prepare 
all chemicals, and other remedies ufed in 
medicine; alfo the different faétitious airs; 
and, in fhort, furnifh every article for dif- 
eafes, which was ordered by the phyfician 
or furgeon. He fhould keep his fhop or 
elaboratory furnifhed according to the Phar- 
macopzeias of the Colleges of Phyficians and 
Surgeons, and he alone being allowed to re- 
tail drugs or medicines, and his bufinefs be- 
ing in his elaboratory or fhop, could then 
afford to furnifh good medicines at an eafy 
expence. The phyficians or furgeons in a 
body might be allowed to examine into 
the quality of his drugs and chemicals, 
when they fhould think proper, and be 
obliged to do it at ftated times; but inftead 
of being allowed, as at prefent, to deftroy 
bad or damaged articles, they fhould take a 
fpecimen of each, and fealing them up in 
the prefence of the owner, they might be 
fubmitted to the whole college, or a com- 
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mittee appointed for the purpofe at fome 
{tated period; when, ‘on being found adul- 
terated or bafe, they might be deftroyed, or 
a fine might be inflicted. Any one preparing 
chemicals or prefcriptions, without fuch ex- 
amination and licence, fhould be fubjeé to. 

a fevere penalty, half to the informer. 
Whether the at prefent feparate branches 
of phyfician, furgeon, and man-midwife, 
fhall be jointly practifed, under the general 
name of Doctor of Health, each furnifhing 
the remedies he prefcribes, and the drugeift 
only retailing drugs; whether the phy fician 
and furgeon only fhall be allowed to pre- 
{cribe,the apothecary becoming a retail che- 
mift and druggift, and making upallprefcrip- | 
tions, (the druggift dealing in drugs whole- 
fale only); or whether, befides the exclufive 
right of preparing all medicines, and retail- 
ing drugs, and both preparing and retailing 
chemicals, the apothecary fhall continue to 
vifit and prefcribe under certain limitations, 
or even at home only, are matters which 
deferve ferious confideration. One thing, 
however, fhould be infilted on, viz. that all 
who are by law allowed to attend on the 
fick, and prefcribe for difeafes, or to operate 
on the human body, fhould have properly 
qualified 
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qualified for the tafk, and given proofof hav- 
ing done fo; and then be rewarded, when 
confulted, as men of education, who devote 
their time and talents to the public fervice, 
have aright to expect; which reward, I pre- 
fume, they can only receive by taking re- 
gular fees. during the illnefs. 

Mipwirery.—When it is admitted that 
childbirth is not a difeafe, but a natural ef- 
fort of the mother, to relieve herfelf at a 
period affigned, we cannot but wonder, that 
it fhould be thought neceflary for female 
delicacy to be thrown afide, and men em- 
ployed on all common occafions. 

Without referring to the ftory of Eve’ and 
the apple, the philofophic mind will enquire 
how it happens that women, in civilized fo- 
ciety, fhould require more afliftance, and 
incur greater danger, than women in a ftate 
of nature. Dr. J. C. Lettfom, in a pamphlet, 
deferving the confideration of mothers, has 
given an opinion, that the tight lacing, which 
females from a very early age are fabjeGed 
to, and which preflure, from being gradu- 
ally increafed, becomes extreme, without 
being particularly irkfome, has a tendency 
to leffen the evolution and growth of the 
brent, rendering fuckling, in many cafes, 
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either difficult or impracticable; and that 
this tight lacing, together with the weight 
of petticoats, pockets, &c. hanging round 
the body and hips from childhood, inftead 
of being fufpended from the fhoulders ; 
with the fedentary occupations, and much 
too fparing and flimfy plan of living, to 
which females are often doomed, may pro- 
bably, in many cafes, contract the womb 
and parts concerned in parturition, and pro- 
duce not only the ficknefs and other com- 
plaints, univerfal with females in refined 
fociety, in the early period of pregnancy ; 
but alfo moft of the inconveniences experi- 
encéd in childbirth; and when we confider 
the little inconvenience that is experienced 
by negro women, and others whofe bodies 
have not been contra¢ted or diftorted by 
drefs, poor living, and a fedentary life while 
young, we cannot but fee much reafon 
to refer thefe evils to natural caufes de- 
pendant on ourfelves, and which it is in 
our own power, in a great meafure, to re- 
move. A few weeks ago, a Welch girl, 
about twenty, came into the New Compter 
in the evening, under pretence of being 
deftitute. Looking big, and appearing but 
poorly, fhe was accufed, by a female pri- 
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foner, with being pregnant ; this fhe denied, 
and was locked up at night in a cell alone; 
but when the door was Spated the Fallen: 
ing morning, it was found that fhe had 
. brought forth alone, in the night, a fine fe- 
male infant. I was called about nine o’clock, 
when I ordered her up ftairs into the fick 
ward, where fhe and the infant did well, 
without any bad fymptom. 

I do not mean to infer that, becaufe fe- 
males, in a ftate of nature, retire when in 
labour, and feldom require any affiftance, 
my fair country-women fhould imitate fuch 
conduct ; no, to render their fex more hap- 
py, and of greater weight 1n the creation, 
fhall ever be my aim, convinced that on 
their happine{s depends our own. 

Prorosep RecuLaTions.-— Midwifery, 
then, I am of opinion, fhould ever be prac- 
tifed by females, except in urgent cafes of dif- 
ficulty and danger, when only a man fhould 
be called in. The women allowed to prac- | 
tife in fo important an art, fhould, however, 
be qualified very differently to many who 
practife at the prefent time. 

I would then have a young woman well 
inftruéted in Englifh and French, articled 
to an experienced midwife, from the age of 
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till twenty ; the former part of which time 
might be fpent as a nurfe to lying-in wo- 
men, where fhe fhould be employed to 
manage and regulate every thing required 
by the mother or infant; particularly the 
diet and clothing proper for each, as well as 
in adminiftering every medicine, and ob- 
ferving its effects, that fhould be directed 

by her tutorefs, or a doctor. 
_ After having {pent about two years in 
this way, and acquainted herfelf with the 
theory of midwifery, infantile difeafes, &c. 
both from books, inftruction, and obferva- 
tion, the young lady fhould then {pend the 
remaining two years in accompanying her 
tutorefs to every woman fhe fhall attend ; 
and, after obfervation and proper inftruc- 
tion, fhould then begin herfelf to render 
the neceflary affiftance; and continue occa- 
fionally to do fo, but always under the in- 
fpection of her inflructor.. After having 
completed her four years apprenticelhip, or 
fix, 1f more approved, fhe fhould then fpend 
one year at leaft under a male teacher, in 
fome public inftitution, where female pupils 
only were admitted, and where both theory 
and practice, treatment of infantile difeafes, 
&c, fhould be regularly taught; after which, 
7 a board 
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a board of male or female pra€titioners, or 
both, fhould examine her qualifications for | 
beginning practice; and, on being found 
qualified, fhe fhould then have a licence; 
and, every one prefuming to practife, with- 
out firft having fo qualified, and obtained 
fuch licence, in any part of England, fhould 
be fubjected to a fevere penalty, half to the 
informer. 

Thefe midwives might be enjoined, in all 
cafes of difficulty or danger, to.call ina 
phyfician or furgeon; and in cafe any wo- 
man or infant fhould die under their hands, 
without this having been done, where, from 
the nature of the cafe, time was allowed for 
calling in fuch affiftance, the midwife might 
be fined, and for a fecond offence, interditt- 
ed practice for a time, or altogether. 

When a phyfician or furgeon was con- 
fulted during labour, (and as he would at- 
tend to give advice for a moderate fee, this 
might always be done, where there was the 
leaft apprehenfion of danger to mother or 
child), after advifing with the midwife, he 
might then retire, unlefs in cafes of danger, 
and when his affiftance was abfolutely re- 
quired; but fhould it be neceflary, he might 
sp further vifits at times appointed, the 

midwife 
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midwife remaining in all cafes. What can 
be more unneceflary, or unmanly, than for 
a furgeon or phyfician to negleét his other 
patients, to fit by a lady’s bedfide, for hours 
together in a natural labour, which any fe- 
male of prudence could manage; and fhould 
his duty prompt him to leave his patient to 
purfue other urgent concerns, he may then, 
by his abfence, create much anxiety, and 
perhaps the mother or child may fuffer; for 
though but little help is in general required, 
to be prefent is abfolutely neceflary. 

While men only fhall attend in cafes of 
childbirth, and the mother and infant are 
left fo much in the hands of a nurfe, per- 
haps an ignorant one, we can never ex- 
pect the difeafes of infants to have that at- 
tention which humanity requires; for the 
nurfe muft be courted and have her way, 
leaft the doétor’s intereft fhould fuffer ; 
and until midwives-of regular education 
are employed to attend on their own fex, 
and nurfes are alfo obliged, by law, to qua- 
lify and obtain a certificate, to follow their 
occupation, and under the power of fufpen- 
fion, in cafe of mifbehaviour; we need not 
expect that water-pap and Godfrey’s cor- 


dial, aéting as caufe and cure, will ever be 
abolifhed 
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abolifhed from the nurfery. By water-pap, 
(bread, water, fugar, and generally Carraway 
or anifeed,) thoufands of infants annually 
perifh in this city; for, when the watery 
gripes are brought onby {uch food, thenurfe 
is confulted, who aéts as doétor, and being 
generally ready provided with a noftrum, 
the poor creature, with the pap and the cor- 
dial, and fuch trafh, is reduced to a {keleton, 
and the thrufh foon frees it from its perfe- 
cutors; and if a doctor happens to be con- 
fulted, he orders medicines, but feldom or- 
ders a removal of the caufe ; without which, 
all medicine muft prove ufclefs. Were mo- 
thers to decline tea and fuch flimfy diet, for 
one more nutritive and more agreeable to 
this climate, they would generally be ena- 
bled to perform the great office of a mo- 
ther; but when, from any caufe the breaft 
milk is wanting, it fhould be fupplied with 
good cows milk, mixed with fhip-buifcuit, 
topsand bottoms, rufks, &c. or with the juices 
of animals, as good broth of frefh meat, or 
beef tea, with rufk or bifcuit; or with tapioca, 
fago, and the like; not bread, fugar, and wa- 
ter,on which a whelp ora kitten would pine 
and die. When teeth are formed, good 
milk, animal, and farinacious foods, well 
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prepared, are proper ;_and not tea, bread, 
butter, and porter only, on which latter, 
however, both nurfe and child, in and near 
London moftly exift. Iam not here to give 
the prevention or cure of difeafes in detail ; 
but hope the above hints may prove ufeful. 
When females fhall be taught by philofo- 
phy all moral good, and the health and 
education of their offspring fhall conftitute 
their chief employ and happinefs, then will 
many of the now prevailing difeafes of child- 
ren be totally eradicated, and a new race, 
with bodies and minds fitted to protect and 
fuccour in their turn, will then do honour 
to their parents and their country. 
To thofe, who object to the capacity or 
dexterity of females, for attending their awn 
{ex in childbirth, I reply, 


In education all the difference lies, 

Women, if tatght, would be as brave and wife 

As haughty man, improv’d by arts and rules, 
Where God makes one, negleét makes twenty fools. 


CHEMIST AND DrucGerst.—-I have al- 
ready faid, that whoever makes up and 
fends out medicines, fhould prepare his 
own chemicals; and if this is done by 
the apothecary, it fhould be according to 
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printed forms, laid down by the College of 
Phyvficians,and the Corporation of Surgeons, 
his fhop and elabarotary being liable to be 
infpected by them; but’ as fome articles 
might not be worth the preparing by every © 
individual apothecary, a common elabora- 
tory fhould be eftablifhed, under the like 
infpection, in which every apothecary, in 
or within feven miles of London, fhould be 
entitled to inveft a certain portion of his 
property, and have a vote in the direétion: 
and if thus regulated, the prefent hall might 
fully anfwer the end; but the company 
fhould: then wholly give over dealing in 
drugs, or retailing of chemicals; for, as eve- 
ry apothecary would be a judge of the 
drugs he ufed, the wholefale only fhould 
{till be left to the druggift, but the retail, of 
courfe, to each individual apothecary. A 
like elaboratory, ona fimilar plan, fhould be 
eftablifhed in every county town in the 
kingdom, as the joint property of all the apo- 
thecaries in the county, who might chufe to 
be fub{cribers, and liable to be infpeéted 
by the phyficians and furgeons of the re- 
fpective county. 

The druggift then fhould only deal by 
wholefale to the apothecary, army, and na- 
vy 
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vy; or, in other words, fhould become adrug 
merchant, keeping a warchoufe, inflead of a 
fhop: and when it is confidered, that how- 
ever many partners there may be ina houle, 
their attention is directed to travelling for 
orders, attending ‘Change, and keeping 
their books; and that the chemicals, even 
preparations of mercury and antimony are 
left to fome labourer, generally ignorant of 
the principles of chemiftry, and perhaps on- 
ly able to purfue the beaten track of the 
houfe, it is matter of wonder that public 
elaboratories, under the infpection of thofe 
who prefcribe medicines, have not long ago 
been eftablifhed, for the public advantage, 
at leaft in every county town of England. 
If it were not that a great number of refpect- 
able men, who have embarked their capi- 
tals as druggifts, would be greatly injured, 
a warehoufe of genuine drugs, of the beft 
quality, might be kept as the joint property 
of the apothecaries of each county, as well 
as an elaboratory ; but as fophiftication can 
in fimple articles generally be detected by 
careful obfervation of their appearance or 
operation, provided the druggift were oblig- 
- ed to forego all right to prepare chemi- 
cals or compound medicines, he might ftill 
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be reforted to in all cafes, as a wholefale 
druggift; but, where the public good re- 
quires legiflative regulation, as in the pre- 
paration of all chemicals and medicines, no 
individual intereft fhould prevent its taking 
place. 

Dentists, Ocunists, AND HERNIARIES, 
—Thefe alfo abound in this metropolis. 
Why a furgeon fhould think it lefs his bu- 
finefs to draw a tooth, extraé a catara&, re- 
duce a hernia and apply a proper bandage, 
or apply cupping glaffes to a patient, than 
to fet a broken leg or arm, or to bleed, I 
am at a lofs to difcover. Tooth-drawing is 
an operation to which moft perfons are 
obliged to have recourfe, and feveral lives 
have been loft, by this operation being im- 
properly done. Ruptures, it is known, are 
allo a very common and a very dangerous 
difeafe, and often require the niceft difcern- 
ment, properly to diftinguifh their nature ; 
and for want of this difcernment and ana- 
tomical knowledge, truffles have not only 
been applied to difeafes of a diredtly dif- 
ferent nature, but alfo to ruptures, before 
the parts protruding have been properly 
returned; whereby inflammation has taken 
place, and death has been the confequence. 

That 
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That to operate on the eye with fuccefs, 
both dexterity. and anatomical knowledge. 
of the part are required, none will deny ; 
and on cupping being performed {peedily 
and properly life often depends; yet that any 
mechanic or black{mith, may perform any 
or all of thefe operations, even in the metro- 
polis, with impunity, and maim or mutilate 
the credulous or unwary daily, is a fact 
which none will deny. 

— If a furgeon fhall chufe to confine him- 
- felf to opérations on the teeth or eyes only, 
after a regular education, there can then be 
no objection; but certainly no perfon fhould 
be allowed to prefcribe medicines, or to 
perform any operation on the human body, 
throughout the country, but fuch as have 
qualified by regular ftudy, and have been 
examined and allowed by the legal autho- 
rity fo to do. 

Emprrics, oR Quacxs.—While perfons, 
who have purchafed diplomas from Scot- 
land or elfewhere, without ftudy, are fuf- 
fered to practife as phyficians or furgeons, 
in every part of England, except London, 
Oxford, or Cambridge, it looks as if the 
remainder of the country were out of the 
jurifdidtion of the legiflature; and while this ” 
| 1S 
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is permitted, and while a carpenter, a gin- 
gerbread-baker, an oftler, or a pedlar, fhall 
be allowed to call himfelf doGor or furgeon, 
even in the metropolis, and by the glare of 
a fine carriage, the pageantry of his liveries, 
fictitious advertifements, the infpection of 
urine, or other conjuration, to delude and 
deftroy the credulous and the unwary, it will 
be folly to expect any confidence in; or 
liberality towards, thofe regularly educated 
an the profeffion; who, however, have been 
legally protected, as well as the public in 
moift countries of Europe, except our own, 
where thofe pefts of fociety, quack doétors, 
or quack furgeons, are prohibited under f{e- 
vere penalties, and even under the infliction 
of corporal punifhment. 

If a man fhould make any difcovery in 
medicine, likely to be ufeful to the country, 
let him make it known to the College of 
Phyficians, or Corporation of Surgeons; and, 
on their deliberate trial and report in its 
favour, let him be rewarded by the legifla- 
ture, and the remedy be made public, or 
prepared and fold at the public elaborato- 
ry in every county-town, for the general ad- 
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Pu1aALs.—The tax on phials is an object 
deferving legiflative attention, for when 
it is confidered that a half pint phial now cofts 
the apothecary gd. and that a poor perfon 
can never fo ill afford to pay a tax, as when 
vifited by ficknefs; it is prefumed, allowing 
for breakage and bad debts, the apothecary, 
(a character already much oppreffed) muft 
be confidered as hardly dealt by; and that 
its place might be fupplied by fome lefs 
grievous impoft, and which would lefs in- 
jure the poor. 

Pusxic Hospirayts.—The phy ficians and 
furgeons of every county hofpital through- 
out England, fhould deliver lectures, not 
only onevery branch of the healing art; but 
alfo on general chemiftry, botany, and ex: 
perimental philofophy, for the ufe of thofe 
engaged in agriculture or the arts; fo that 
a man of fortune, wifhing to bring up his fon 
to agriculture, might eafily have him expe- 
rimentally inflructed in fuch parts of che- 
miftry, botany, mechanics, &c. as a liberal 
education would require; and that without 
fending him to the metropolis, where his 
morals may often be corrupted, rather than 
his mind informed. In every county hof- 
pital the veterinary art fhould alfo be 
' taught 
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taught. By the diffection of brutes, facts 

ufeful to the knowledge of human anatomy 

may be obtained; and when it is confidered, 

that diflempers amongft cattle have at dif- 

ferent times rendered provifions dear and 

unwholefome, and greatly diftrefled the 

country; and alfo that both neat cattle, 

and that noble animal, the horfe, are ftill, 

in moft parts of the country, intrufted to! 
the care of an ignorant blackfimith, who 
either gives turmerick, diapente, and fuch 
ufelefs trafh, for every difeafe, and ufes 

green ointment, compofed of verdegreafe, 

&c. for every external wound; or, reforting 

to more active remedies, of which he knows 

not the ufe, creates a new difeafe inftead of 
relieving the old one. We fhould, from 

thefe confiderations, be induced to hope, that 

the time is not far diftant, when thofe who 

prefcribe for the difeafes, or repair the inju- 

ries done to the human body, wili alfo do 
the like for the brute creation; or at leaft 

prefcribe medicines, and fuperintend the 

operator; and that a Pharmacopzia for cat- 

tle will foon be formed, and revifed at fhort 

intervals, on a plan fimilar to thofe of the 

Colleges of Phyficians and Surgeons. 

Thefe eftablifhments being for the gene- 
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ral good, might be fupported by a county- 
rate, which, with voluntary fub{criptions, 
and the fees for examinations, might be laid 
out in forming a public library in every 
county-town, of books on all fubjects of 
natural knowledge, with complete apparatus 
for le€tures on all the branches of experi- 
mental philofophy; and the phyficians and 
*furgeons fhould have fuch liberal falaries, as 
would engage men of the firft talents, and 
. enable them to act impartially and ufefully. | 

Public Hofpitals, particularly in a crowd- 
ed metropolis, it is well known, are not fa- 
vourable to the cure of difeafes; but as 
vice, poverty, and difeafe, will ever abound 
-in fuch places, and many of the moft 
wretched having no parifh to which they 
can refort, hofpitals become indifpenfable 
in fuch fituations ; and in county-towns, they 
ferve as a receptacle for fuch poor as mult 
undergo the more hazardous operations; and 
might be made the feats of general {cience, 
and become the means of diffufing ufeful 
knowledge amongft both fexes, throughout 
every part of the country. 

DisPENSARIES AND Poor HouseEs.—In- 
ftead of Difpenfaries being confined to the 
metropolis, or a county-town, they fhould 
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(while fo many are fuffered to exift in po- 
verty) be made general throughout the 
country; but inftead of a houfe being hired 
for the purpofe, at a great expence, the 
houfe of one or of all the apothecaries in 
every parifh fhould be appointed for the 
purpofe, where thofe who are allowed to 
prefcribe and operate, be they phyficians, 
furgeons, or apothecaries, fhould attend at 
flated times daily; and all who were con- 
fined to their beds, fhould be vifited at their 
own houfes; the apothecary in all cafes 
furnifhing the remedies. The expences at- 
tending thefe inftitutions might be defrayed 
by a parifh-rate, and voluntary fubfcriptions 
from the wealthy; and if, on the report 
of the gentlemen, who attended the fick, 
ftating the nature of the difeafe, fituation in 
life, number of children, &c. of the afflicted 
perfon, by filling up a printed particular, 
fuch pecuniary afliftance as the cafe {hould 
require were given, and its application at- 
tended to, the neceflity for parifh poor- 
houfes would in a great meafure be done 
away; and from my own obfervation, hav- 
ing attended the fick poor inone for feveral 
years, I am of opinion, that the fooner fuch 
inftitutions were done away altogether, the 
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more advantageous for every parifh. There 
are very few, except the aged and blind, 
but would, with proper municipal regula- 
tions, fupport themfelves, except when vilit- 
ed by ficknefs; when, inftead of immediate 
medical or furgical aid, and a {mall fum of 
money properly laid out for them, the poor 
perfons are fent into the parifh workhoufe, 
where nothing but vice and {loth are gene- 
rally to be found; and having once loft the | 
dependance on themfelves, and perhaps no 
longer poflefled of a habitation, they too 
often refign themfelves to floth and defpair, 
and generally become inhabitants of the 
poor-houfe for the remainder of their lives. 
The Quakers, it has always been remark- 
ed, never had any vifible poor. I have 
heard Dr. Lettfom attribute this chiefly to 
their never having had a poor-houfe till of 
late; and the doctor, at the fame time, ex- 
preffed regret that ever their prefent one at 
Iflington was built. The money expended 
in fupporting parifh poor-houfes, I am of 
opinion, if judicioufly applied for the poor, 
at their own or friends houfes, would gene- 
rally go much farther, and the poor obtain 
greater relief; and when cured, would again, 
with a little pecuniary aid, become ufeful 
members 
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members of fociety; particularly if medica! 
aid were in all cafes readily obtained in the 
beginning of the difeafe; and, I prefume, it 
will be allowed that no poor perfon, of what- 
ever condition, fhould be fuffered to languifh 
or die without, in any country which is con- 
fidered as civilized. 

In this city, a plan has lately been adopted 
onalarge {cale, for making foup according to 
Count Rumford’s plan, (whofe publication 
on the fubject may be bought for a trifle) 
for ferving the poor. The foup is made 
chiefly of roots and herbs, with very little 
meat, at a very cheap rate. A ticket given 
to a poor perfon, which cofts the donor only 
id. or ad. entitles him to a quart of good 
broth or foup, which ferves him for a whole- 
fome meal. Whether fome plan of this 
kind, to furnifh food, and alfo clothing, on 
{ome cheap regulation, for the poor, inflead 
of money, (which is often ill laid out) would 
not be ufeful in every parifh, I leave to the 
confideration of thofe to whom the care of | 
the poor more immediately belongs. 

The apothecary, furnifhing medicines to 
the parifh poor, fhould of courfe be liberally 
paid; and why thofe who practife as phy- 
ficians or furgeons to public inftitutions, 
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fhould, in many cafes, have no reward for 
their fervices, or fuch only as arifes in fees 
from their pupils, I am at a lofs to conjec- 
ture. I have known near two thoufand 
pounds {pent by two gentlemen in a conteft 
for the office of furgeon to a difpenfary ; 
and a few weeks fince a worthy man is faid 
to have loft his life from the fatigue of can- 
valling for a fimilar office. | 

Do the clergy or the gentlemen of the. 
law do bufinefs for nothing ? Is the healing 
art then lefs neceflary, or lefs honourable ? 
That it 1s lefs neceflary, none, I truft, will 
advance ; and if lefs honourable, it can only 
arife from want of proper legiflative regu- 
lation. Poor married women, who could 
not afford to pay amidwife, fhould beattend- 
ed at the parifh expence by a woman, and in 
dangerous cafes by a do¢tor or furgeon. 
This would afford a fource of practice for 
the young women who were ftudying the 
art, and for thofe who wifhed to acquire ex- 
perience. 

To prevent abufes on the varifi by objects 
not really diftreffed, a regiftry of perfons 
relieved with medical affiftance or money, 
might be kept, a certificate required, to ob- 

tain 
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tain relief, or any other mode might be 
adopted to anfwer that end. 

Thefe regulations can only apply to fuch 
poor who fuffer bodily injury, or are afflict- 
ed with ficknefs ; or poor women in child- 
birth; but as many of both fexes, in large 
towns particularly, are deftitute and friend- 
lefs, through various caufes, who could 
re{cue themfelves from their miferable fitu- 
ations, provided the means of effectually 
exerting their induftry were provided ; fuch 
fhould, in all poflible cafes, be furnifhed 
with work, tools, &c. adapted to their ages 
and capacities, whereby parifhes would be 
relieved from heavy burdens, and thoufands 
preferved, or refcued from vice and wretch- 
edne{s. 

_ The poor being attended at the houfe of 
an apothecary, near their refidence, or vi- 
fited daily at their own houfes by a phyf- 
cian or furgeon, at the charge of the parith, 
would by no means do away the advantages 
of charity from the humane and affluent ; 
each might fubfcribe to an adjoining apo- 
thecary, on terms fimilar to what is now 
done to a difpenfary ; and a fund of the do- 
nations of the charitable might alfo be etla- 
blifhed for finding a nurfe, providing pro- 
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per food, clothing, &c. for fuch poor as the 
profeffional gentlemen attending might con- 
fider proper objects. By thefe means 
their charity would go much farther, and 
afford more fpeedy and effectual relief, than 
by a difpenfary conducted at a great ex- 
pence, in a houfe rented for the purpole, 
with a refident apothecary, &c. and often at 
a great diftance from the objects to be re- 
lieved. 

Prisons.—While on the fubject of poor- 
houfes, I cannot omit a few obfervations on 
public prifons (which having been, as I am 
told, wholly overlooked by a magiftrate 
who has lately wrote avowedly to point out 
errors, and propofe their remedies in the 
"city police) I prefume may not be ufelefs, 
particularly as they arife from obfervation, 
having had feveral city prifons for many 
years under my care. The Duke de Lian- 
court’s pamphlet on this fubject, fold by 
Darton and Harvey, for fixpence, well de- 
ferves the perufal of all concerned in the 
regulation of prifons; it defcribes the eco- 
nomy of the prifon of Philadelphia, where 
the great axiom has been, ‘ that the end pro- 
pofed in punifhment ought to be the correction 
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of the gualty, and fhould include the means of 


amendment.’ 

There are in this prifon cells for folitary 
confinement; but the circumftance I wifh 
moi{t to notice is, that trades and employ- 
ments, of different kinds, adapted to both 
{exes, are carried on under conftant infpec- 
tion: the prifoner works for his board and 
clothing, and the hire or purchafe of his 
working tools, while in prifon ; is alfo oblig- 
ed to earn enough to difcharge fuch fine as 
is impofed by his fentence; for a fum of 
money to clothe himfelf; buy proper tools 
for his bufinefs; pay the expences of his 
profecution ; and to enable him to be- 
gin life on his quitting the prifon; till when, 
he cannot in any cafe be difcharged. In 
London, on the contrary, the conftables be- 
ing allowed a fee for each poor creature 
they take up, frequently bring in to a pri- — 
fon ten or a dozen unfortunate females in 
an evening : the following morning the ma- 
giltrate generally commits them to Bride- 
well for a few weeks ; when, inftead of be- 
ing employed in fome ufeful manufaéiure, 
or other work which they are capable of 
performing, cured of ‘heir dijeafes, de- 
cently clothed, and learnt fome ufeful 
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trade or bufinefs, and having earned a fur» 
of money, by their own induftry, to begin 
life anew, on being releafed from confine- 
ment; thefe poor creatures are, on the con 
trary, difcharged, when their term expires, 
as deftitute of friends and money as when 
admitted, to begin the fame night their for- 
mer mode of living, having no other re- 
fource; which is certainly only infulting dif- 
trefs. But this has been enquired into, and, 
in a great meafure, removed by the prefent 
fheriffs. Their attention and humanity, af- 
fifted by the court of aldermen, will, I have | 
no doubt, foon carry into effect fuch plans 
for removing the prefent evils, and promot- 
ing fuch regulations and improvements in 
the feveral city prifons, as the crowded 
and depraved ftate of this overgrown city 
will admit; and as foon as the city finances 
will afford the means, it is to be hoped that 
fuch a miferable place as the Poultry 
Compter will no longer be fuffered to re- 
main a difgrace to the metropolis. 

Should poor-houfes become lefs wanted 
for the prefent purpofes, might not they 
be made workhoufes for reclaiming a 
number of thofe miferable females, having 
no parifh or friends, who are nightly en- 
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{naring our youth? And if a prifoner in Phi- 
ladelphia can earn his living, clothes, &c. 
and alfo a fum of money to enable him or 
her to begin life in fome honeft occupation, 
and relieve the parifh or county from future 
expence, might not the like plan produce 
fimilar effects in London ? a 
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If the majority of thefe hints fhould be 
carried into effect, the country gentlemen 
may then leave their home with comfort, in 
the affurance that whoever of the faculty 
refides near them, mutt of neceflity have had 
a regular education, and therefore proper 
to attend an affectionate wife or a beloved 
child in his abfence, when perhaps no phy- 
fician is near; and this confideration fhould 
induce fuch, cheerfully, to fubmit to a tax 
in lieu of thofe on patent medicines, quack 
advertifements, and phials ; from the com- 
fort of having fuch a man to attend their 
families ona liberal and honeft plan, and al- 
fo to give advice in cafes where his cattle 
fhould be attacked with any general diftem- 
per, or a favourite horfe fhould require 
medical or furgical affitiance. 
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PROPOSALS FOR IMPROVING THE HEAL- 
ING ART. 


I have now confidered pretty generally, 
the regulations under which the healing art 
might be practifed, with greater advantage 
than at prefent. I fhall now hint how, in 
my mind, the treatment of difeafes alfo 
might be much improved. It is well known 
that lately the Board of Agriculture circu- 
lated furveys of each county over the king- 
dom, with blank leaves, to admit of addi- 
tions or corre@tions, which every one, who 
perufed them, was at liberty to make; and 
when returned, the improvements thus 
colleGted were incorporated into the work, 
which was reprinted for that purpofe. The 
fuccefs of this plan warrants my advifing a 
fimilar one for improving the healing art. 

Suppofe, then, that a fyftem on each 
department, as Cullen’s Practice of Phy- 
fic, Winflow’s Anatomy, Bell's Surgery, 
Hamilton’s Midwifery, Macquer’s Chemitt- 
ry, Miller’s Botany, and Kirwan’s Mine- 
-ralogy, from five hundred to one thoufand 
copies of each work were circulated, either 
interleaved with white paper, or a blank book 
of fimilar fize fent with each ; fuppote every 

member 
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member of the College of Phyficians and 
Corporation of Surgeons were to have one 
copy of each work fo interleaved ; and alfo 
that about half a dozen copies were fent to 
the practitioners in each county hofpital, co- 
pies of the College Difpenfatory, one for the 
furgeons, and another for the veterinary art, 
fhould alfo, together with Gibfon’s, Tap- 
lin’s, or Sain Bell’s Farriery, be circulated 
in like manner and number, with blank — 
leaves : all thefe might be allowed to remain 
out for one year, when, being returned to. 
the Colleges of Phyficians and Surgeons, the 
ufeful matter collected, and the corrections 
fuggefted, might be revifed and incorporat- 
ed by a felect body, beft qualified for each 
department, and the whole of each claffed. 
and publifhed as a regular fyftem, with 
plates to thofe works that required fuch 
elucidation. By repeating this at flated pe- 
riods, as once every three, five, or feven 
years, fuch a fy {tem might in time be form- 
ed on each fubject, as would do honour 
to the country, and prove a blefling to its 
inhabitants and to the world. Surely 
agriculture, the moft healthy and happy 
employ of man, is not more important than 
the healing art; nor the profeflors of the lat- 
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ter lefs able or lefs defirous to add to its 
ufefulnefs, than the Board of Agriculture 
have fhewn themfelves to be in that depart- 
ment. 

LancuaGE or Puysic.—I prefume it is 
underftood that all the fyftems, I have pro- 
pofed thus to circulate, are intended to be 
printed in the Englifh language. Whatever 
the Arabians, Grecians,or Romans have done 
towards advancing the healing art, we are 
now in poffeffion of ; and if a body of phyfi- 
cians and furgeons were employed to tran{- 
late, and clafs all that has been written on the 
healing art, in what is now to us a dead lan- 
- guage, with comments and illuftrations, the 
work would be both ufeful and curious; but 
after being thus in poffeffion of all their la- 
bours, would it ftillbe neceflary fora youth, 
perhaps intended for an apothecary, whofe 
office it may be only to compound medi- 
cines, to be employed feveral years in hard 
labour to attain the Latin language; or might 
not he have been better qualified to begin 
the general ftudy of the profeffion, had he 
fpent the fame number of years, after a good 
Englifh education, in attaining a knowledge 
of the French language, with that of expe-. 
rimental and natural philofophy ; and more 

particularly 
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particular!y of botany, mineralogy, and 
chemiftry, the latter ftudies would certain- 
ly prove much more pleafing, and in my 
mind more ufeful. When botany fhall be 
‘clafled.in our own tongue, and phyfic freed 


from), the » gackery of a dead language, 
by preicriptions and books being wrote in 
Englifh, then will every man i a philo- 
fophic os or who is experimentally in- 
formhed, , be enabled to add his mite towards 


its improvement ; and then may we expect 
to fee. the difpenfaries of both the phyfi- 
cians and furgeons revifed, and new ones 
printed, every three, five, or feven years, 
as difcoveries fhall be made; and that, 
inftead of the phyficians containing fix or 
feven hundred articles, which the apo- 
thecary is obliged by law now to keep in 
his fhop, we may fee the number great- 
ly reduced ; and cochineal, faffron, and 
fuch like trumpery, which, however, pro- 
per for the dyer or the artift, can be of no 
ufe in medicine, when it is prefcribed with 
an honeft and ufeful view, expunged from 
the difpenfary ; and when ingredients for 
colouring medicines fhall be no longer 
wanted, thefe, and many fuch like, muft 
follow the fate of others ftill more difgutt- 

I | ings 


( 114 ) 
ing, as human fcull, dog’s t—d, &c. once al- 
fo articles of the difpenfary. That the Lon- 
don Pharmacopzia of 1791 fhou'« contain fo 
many as fix or feven hundred articles, for 
every apothecary to keep in his fhop, and 
many of them fo very: infignificant, reflects 
no great credit onthe attention oi the college, 
or on the ftate of medical fcience in this 
country at that period: that mot! branches 


| _ of experimental philofophy, and particularly 


pneumatic chemiltry, can be taught and il- 
luftrated by experiments both ingenious 
and conclufive, without a critical knowledge 
of the dead languages, is clearly proved, in 
the leftures now delivering by my coun- 
tryman, Mr. Varley, near Hatton Garden, 
whofe very extenfive and accurate know- 
ledge of all the feveral branches of experi- 
mental philofophy has been acquired by in- 
duftry and application, without fuch attain- 
ment. If a boy can, by {pending fix or even 
twelve months in attaining the rudiments 
of Latinand Greek, be enabled to trace cer- 
tain technical words to their fource, and 1m- 
prove in the knowledge of his own tongue, 
there can be no objection ; but as all that 
the dead languages contain, ufeful to the 
healing art, has been, or can be, tranflated 

and 
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and illuftrated, it would appear injurious to 
confume the principal part of the time allot- 
ted for fchool education, in attaining only a 
knowledge of the dead languages. The 
{ciences, particularly botany, being claffed 
and arranged in our own tongue, would 
enable many to purfue fo pleafing and ufe- 
ful a ftudy, who are at prefent deterred from 
the attempt, from want of a claflical educa- 
tion; by which the diffufion of knowlege and 
happinefs is prevented, and improvements 

in the arts very much obitructed. 
RECAPITULATION.—We have now feen 
that, in all the principal countries of Europe, 
the healing art has been taught and practiled, 
under regulations more liberal and falutary 
than have been adopted in our own; and 
when this is the cafe, in countries which we 
have always been taught to confider as far 
behind us in learning, riches, and indultry, 
we fhould, without delay, improve upon all 
that has hitherto been done in any other 
country, by a liberal and ufeful legiflative 
regulation of the practice of the healing art 
in our own; fo as that the whole country, 
rich and poor, (thofe who have too long 
preyed on the public by monopoly or igno- 
I 2 rance, 


(6 3 


ratice, alone excepted) may be benefited a 
the change. 

We have feen, that in other countries, all 
parts have alike been confidered as deferv- 
ing of legiflative protection, no one being fuf- 
fered to prefcribe or operate, without regu- 
lar ftudy, and giving proofs of his qualifica- 
tion, throughout the whole country ; and the 
remedies ufed, alfo prepared under fuch 
legal regulations, as fecure the fick from ig- 
norance or fophiftication; while, in our own 
country, any impoftor, who has 1ol. or 15). 
to purchafe a doctor's degree, can praétife as 
a phy fician throughout England, even in the 
metropolis itfelf. Any one may alfo call 
himfelfa chemift and druggift, and prepare 
the moft active antimonial and mercurial 
medicines; nay, if he chufes, he may. alfo 
prefcribe them under the name of an apo- 
thecary, man-midwife, &c. and if above 
feven miles from London, he may aflume 
the title of furgeon alfo, and maim or muti- 
late the unwary with impunity. Such are 
the effecis of the legiflature refigning its 
right to judge of the country’s intereft, to a 
few individuals, who are permitted to af- 
fume the duties of parliament, and make 
bye-laws injurious to the whole country, 
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and in which the majority of their own 
body have not the leaft concern. 

We have feen in other copntries a regular 
correfpondence kept up 'between every 
diftri€t and parifh, as well as from the fleets 
and armies, whereby confultations and 1m- 
portant advantages can be obtained, when 
epidemics prevail; and which allows a regu- 
lar regifter to be made of deaths, difeafes, 
&c. very different from the nonfenfe annu- 
ally collected by old women in our own 
country. 

We have feen that, in countries where it 
has been thought proper to allow of experts, 
as dentifts, oculifts, &c. that all fuch have 
been obliged to ferve, at leaft, a few years 
to a regular furgeon, and pafs an examina- 
tion before obtaining a licence to practife ; 
and on being found qualified, are even then 
not permitted to practife (under fevere pe- 
nalty) in any other branch of the art, than 
that which their licence expreffes. Nay, fo 
much has the life of the fubject been pro- 
tected in fome countries, that to perform 
any hazardous operation, without a previous 
con{ultation, where it could have been had, 
would be feverely punifhed. Should an 
apothecary, in thofe countries, dare to pre- 
1G: {cribe 
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{cribe a medicine, or perform an operation, 
the forfeiture of all he was poflefled of, and 
to be fent for a galley-flave, would be the 
penalty; while in England, any one who 
chufes is fuffered both to compound and 
prefcribe medicines, and to perform hazard- 
ous Operations on the human body, without 
either being called to fubmit to any examin- 
ation, or having ferved a fingle day to any 
branch of the profeffion; although feveral 
forts of mechanics are not allowed to purfue, 
in London, the trade they underftand, even 
as journeymen, unlefs they have ferved a 
regular apprenticefhip of feven years. 

We have feen that, in fome countries, fe- 
vere penalties are inflicted on any one who 
fhall attempt to vend any empirical medi- 
cine or remedy; while in England, this is 
done not only by itinerants, who travel 
through every part of the country, but alfo 
by great numbers, both natives and foreign- 
ers; in this metropolis; fome of whom are 
fo ftupidly ignorant, as not to be able to 
write their own name, or perhaps even read 
what the €redulous confider as their hiftory 
of difeafes; and yet 1s credulity fuffered fo 
far to be preyed upon, that fome of thefe 
vagabonds appear in fuch fplendor, as many 
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men, of great worth and good education, 
never can expect to attain. Indeed, fo 
fhockingly indecent are molt of the falle- 
hoods intruded on the public daily, by thefe 
impoftors, that a new{fpaper is feldom fit to 
meet the eye of a female, or even for the 
youth of either fex to look on. H fuch 
pefts to fociety are tolerated, for the advan- 
tages obtained by the revenue, let it no 
longer be faid, that however burthenfome 
our prefent taxes may be, we would not 
rather fubmit to fome frefh impoft, than that 
thoufands of our people fhould fall a facri- 
fice to the ignorance of quacks and impof- 
tors; and that the morals of our youth 
fhould be daily debauched by reading their 
ob{cene advertifements. 

We have feen, that in {ome countries re- 
gular phyficians and furgeons are paid by 
the government, and in others by each pa- 
rifh, to attend all perfons who require medi- 
cal or furgical advice, throughout the coun- 
try, daily at the {hop of an apothecary in | 
every diftriét, and fuch as require it at their 
own houfes; the apothecary, in all cafes, 
furnifhing the remedies prefcribed gratis 
to the poor, at the charge of the parifh or of 
government: and that all poor women are 
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attended, when in labour, at their own 
houfes alfo, at the expence of government 
or the parifh; while, in our own coun- 
try, difpenfaries are all fupported by the 
fubfcription of individuals only, often with 
a view to accommodate their own fervants 
or workmen; fo that the poor and friendlefs 
often languifh, till the difeafe is too far gone 
to admit of cure; or elfe rely on the chari- 
table aid of fome neighbouring. apothecary. 
Indeed, the diftance of a difpenfary is often 
fo great, and the numerous attendance fre- 
quently caufing fuch lofs of time, that many, 
who are much in want of all their {mall 
pittance, often prefer paying a portion of 
that to an apothecary, rather than apply to 
a diftant difpenfary, at a flated hour, three 
times a week: while others, having no friend 
who fubfcribes to a difpenfary, ae not be- 
longing to the parifh, are, when attacked by 
ficknefs, in a fituation too wretched to be 
defcribed; and fuch frequently are ordered 
to fome one of the city prifons, though 

guilty of no crime, but that of poverty. 
We have feen that, in moft countries, col- 
leges and hofpitals for public inflruction are 
liberally fupported, and the profeffors paid 
by the government, pupils attending gratis; 
and 
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and that public libraries, with mufeums an- 
nexed, are gratuitoufly reforted to by ftu- 
dents, and the public. Public gardens, for 
the improvement of botany and agriculture, 
with teachers paid by the government, are 
inftitutions which many European countries 
have alfo thought proper toeflablifh. That 
the like eflablifhments, adjoining the places 
ofinftruction, under regulations admitting of 
as free accefs as their prefervation would al- 
low, would add to the happinefs and wealth 
of our own country, none will difpute. 

I have faid, that mufeums and botanic 
gardens fhould:be as near the places of in- 
ftruction as poflible, and this I confider one 
ereat advantage of a public college; for the 
teachers being difperfed in every part of 
this town, which 1s fufficiently crowded and 
dirty in winter, is an inconvenience which 
I have myfelf experienced, and which all 
ftudents mutt find to confume much of their 
time. . 

We have feen, that in fome countries the 
bufinefs of the public hofpitals is conducted 
under the moft ftriét and beneficial regula- 
tions: phyficians and furgeons being oblig- 
ed to attend twice a day, and prefcribe in 
confultation; and the junior furgeons and 
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pupils, not only obliged to fee all medicines 
made up, and given to the patients, but 
alfo bound conftantly to refide in the hof- 
pital, under the terror of a fine, or of cor- 
poral punifhment, in cafe of abfence without 
leave. ‘That many of the cafes, in our hof- 
pitals, are of a nature fo dangerous, as to 
require every aid which confultations and 
very frequent attendance can give, none 
will deny: and the very frequent accidents 
which are brought in, requiring operations 
immediately to be performed, or which, by 
being delayed, muft prove ineffectual, fully 
fhew the neceflity of one or more gentle- 
men of mature age and experience, always 
refiding in the houfe, not as pupils, but with 
fuch a falary as fhould require conftant and 
uniform attendance. 

We have feen, that in fome countries 
teachers are appointed and paid by the go- 
vernment, for inftructing females in the 
practice of midwifery; who, however, are 
not fuffered to prattife, without firft paffing 
a public examination, and obtaining a li- 
cence; and that apothecaries are alfo re- 
quired to be examined, before they can ob- 
tain a. licence to practife; and that in fome 


countries a limited number only are allow- 
ed; 
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ed; while in England, inftead of public in- 
flitutions, for inftructing females in an art 
fo peculiarly proper to be practifed only by 
their fex, the bufinefs is almoft wholly in 
the hands of men, who attend on the moft 
common occafions. And as to the apothe- 
cary in England, any perfon that chufes 
may aflume the title, and prefcribe either ia 
town or country. 

We have feen, that in one country a phy- 
fician and furgeon are elected to attend all 
the inhabitants of each diftridt, and are paid 
annually by a general contribution. This 
plan, if not for the more opulent inhabitants 
of our own country, would be an ufeful 
regulation for perfons in moderate circum- 
flances, who could not afford frequent fees 
toa phyfician or furgeon, but who are fupe- 
rior to the charity of an hofpital, &c. All 
the benefit focieties, in the-country, are thus 
attended by the year, by a general practi- 
tioner; and generally the poor alfo, who are 
not in a parifh workhoufe. 

I have now given, pretty fully, my ideas 
how the practice of the healing art might be 
much improved, for the general advantage; 
and that legiflative regulation is much want- 
ed, I truftevery one will allow; but fhould 
parliament 
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parliament not take up the fubjeét, even 
after a general petition from the faculty, 
which, however, I fhould be forry to fup- 
pofe, then would I advife all the apotheca- 
ries in the kingdom to do, what the com- 
mittee of the Pharmaceutical Affociation 
ought to have done; inftead of applying 
to parliament, if a partial regulation only 
was their aim, viz. To appoint a committee 
in London, and alfoin each county-town, to 
meet deputations from the wholefale drug- 
gifts, in a friendly and gentlemanly manner. 
They fhould then ftate the hardfhips they 
labour under, by the druggifts making up 
prefcriptions, and retailing medicines, while 
themfelves are obliged by law to keep their 
fhops well furnifhed with a vaft number of 
articles, many of which are perifhable, and 
fome, at the prefent time, exceflively expen- 
five; and allo each to keep an affiftant, pro- 
perly qualified, with an errand boy always 
in readinefs. for emergencies; which, how- 

ever {mall his practice, ought to be done. 
The druggifts would then deliberate on 
an an{wer, which would either be, that they 
faw the complaints reafonable, and would 
agree to decline making up any kind of pre- 
{criptions, or retailing any drugs or chemi- 
cals; 
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cals; that they were convinced of the hard- 
fhip, but could afford no relief: or that they 
fhould continue to make medicines, fell re- 
tail, and even to prefcribe; bidding defiance 
to the application. In the latter cafes, the 
apothecaries would have the remedy in their 
own hands, which they fhould then purfue, 
viz. to agree, under a penalty, not to deal 
with any druggilt or chemift who refufed to 

comply with their application; and even to 
become wholefale chemifts and druggiits 
themfelves, by eftablifhing in London, and 
in every county-town, under the infpeCtion 
of a regular chemift, an elaboratory and 
a drug-warehoufe, as a joint {tock ; each apo- 
thecary invefting a proportion of the capi- 
tal, agreeable to his inclination. Or, if this 
would be illegal, then a {mall number might 
do the like, for ferving each county. If the 
Pharmaceutical Committee had been lefs 
difunited, and lefs intemperate, fuch an ap- 
plication at that time, would, I doubt not, 
have obtained from the druggifts all that the 
affociation then defired; for fuch druggifts, 
as I then confulted, would readily have 
agreed to a general regulation, on liberal and 
fair terms. Indeed, their interefts would 


have fuffered lefs than at firft fight would 
appear, 
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appear, as they then might retire to lefs ex- 
penfive fituations, and keep warehoufes in- 
{tead of fhops, and would be paid more re- 
gularly, as the apothecaries became more 
refpectable. | 

The druggifts deferve no blame for ob- 
taining the bufinefs of making up prefcrip- 
tions. The public were driven away from 
the apothecary, by his charging for medi- 
cines, in the prefcribing of which he had no 
concern, the fame as if his advice had been 
given: if the apothecary did not difcrimi- 
nate,the public would. That other branches 
of the profeflion would ftill have had juft 
caufe of complaint, none will deny. Gene- 
ral relief and public advantage can only be 
‘obtained by a wife and liberal aét of parlia- 
ment, leaving nothing to the difcretion of 
future bye-laws, to be made by the party 
whofe intereft is often directly contrary to 
the public advantage. 
} Remember, man, “ the Univerfal Caufe 

** Aéts not by partial, but by gen’ral laws,” 


And makes what happinefs we juftly call, 
Subfift, not in the good of one, but all, 
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